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She sits in her recliner in the living 
room, happily visiting with family on 
her cell phone. Near her at the foot 
of the recliner is a basket full of yarn 
and a partially-finished crocheted 
afghan in off-white. There is always 
a card table nearby with a jigsaw 
puzzle in progress. She is known by 

her cinnamon rolls.
Helen Dale, 96, is probably the 

oldest living resident in Protection 
and is one of several others in Co-
manche County who are her age or 
older. A resident at Pioneer Lodge, in 
Coldwater, has made it to 106.

Dale credits her longevity to good 
sleep habits – early to bed, early to 
rise – having breakfast, dinner and 
supper meals at a regular time, daily 

exercise and staying active. Her fa-
vorite TV programs are “Little House 
on the Prairie” and “The Waltons.” 
The Dale family has fun, laughs a lot, 
works hard and serves God.

 She has been a part of the 4-H pro-
gram for about 80 years and serving 
as a club leader for 40. Three daugh-
ters – Cynthia, Penny, Jill – and 

Loving Life

SUSAN EDMONSTON / The Star-Press

Helen Dale, 96, is loving life in her 90s as one of the oldest residents in Protection, as well as Comanche County.

Protection Resident Shares Secrets to Long Life, Decades of Memories
BY SUSAN EDMONSTON
Editor Emeritus

STAFF REPORT
U.S. Rep. Ron Estes (R-Kan.) 

paid a visit to Comanche Coun-
ty recently.

“It was great to be in Cold-
water and hear about how the 
Rural Health Transformation 
Program is making a positive 
impact on the community,” Es-
tes said. “I appreciate Hospital 
Administrator Lisa Brooks and 
her team who are working to 
improve the lives of Comanche 
County residents through stron-
ger health outcomes, including 
the Kansas Frontier Behavioral 
Health Integration Collabora-
tive.”

 Estes said rural healthcare in 
places like Comanche County 
is “exactly why we included the 
Rural Health Transformation 
Program in the Working Fami-
lies Tax Cuts last year.”

“As a son of rural Kansas, and 

with my mom still living on our 
century farm here in the state, I 
know just how critical it is that 
Kansans have access to quality 
health care close to home,” he 
said. “It was also impressive to 
see the work on the hospital’s 
new physical therapy facility. 

“I appreciate the work 
Comanche County Hospital 
is doing, and I’m grateful for 
City Council member Gary 
Haulmark, Lisa Brooks, and the 
dedicated physicians, nurses and 
staff advancing health care for 
Kansans in and around Cold-
water.”

While in Coldwater, Es-
tes was also able to visit the 
restored Chief Theater – “a gem 
here in south central Kansas” – 
and talk with Emergency Man-
ager Britt Lenertz and Stephanie 
Salisbury with Grit and Grace 
Counseling.”

U.S. Rep. Ron Estes Visits Coldwater, Comanche County Hospital

Comanche County Hopsital Administrator Lisa Brooks, left, visit with U.S. Rep. Ron Estes (R-Kan.) in the hosptial’s 
radiology room during his recent visit.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The South Central football team 
opened its season with a win over 
Meade at home Friday night, 58-
12.

Though the Timberwolves came 
away with the victory, head coach 
Brett Westrup said that the Tim-

berwolves have plenty of areas in 
which to improve.

“We finally got some things 
figured out, made some adjust-
ments, but, man, we watched film 
and there’s a lot of things to work 
on,” Westrup said. “Not major 
things, just little things, just little 
adjustments.

“We were not very disciplined. 

We had a lot of mental mistakes, 
but we’ve got to clean those things 
up.”

Still, the head coach said, it 
was the first game of the year, so 
it’s not unusual to find areas to 
improve after that.

The Timberwolves only stalled 
on their first drive and punted, but 
they never punted again after that. 

But Westrup noted the boys started 
with a fumbled snap, had a play 
for no gain, then a penalty on that 
opening drive, making it a third-
and-18 situation.

He added the Timberwolves 
had three touchdowns called back 
on penalties, two of them 40-yard 
plays.

But Westrup said the boys had a 

good showing on defense, getting 
pressure on Meade quarterback 
Tate Jones and intercepting him 
twice. Dakota Thornesbery and 
Easton Huck had those intercep-
tions.

On offense, Westrup said, the 
Timberwolves did a good job with 
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The South Central volley-
ball team made it three wins 
in a row after sweeping a tri-
angular last Thursday night.

After losing its first four 
matches of the season, the 
Lady Timberwolves got a 
win over Satanta Sept. 1, 
then went to Attica to face 
the Lady Bulldogs and the 
Belle Plaine Lady Dragons.

South Central won both 
matches, beating Attica 25-
11, 25-11 and beating Belle 
Plaine 25-11, 25-7.

Head coach Cindy Snyder 
said the Lady Timberwolves 
are young at some positions 
and it’s been a matter of 
learning to play with consis-
tency.

“We’re a little bit up and 
down like a roller coaster, 
and that’s been a little bit in 
those losses,” she said.

Snyder noted that the 
Lady Timberwolves chal-
lenged Ingalls, taking that 
team to three, and did a 
better job against Meade, 
going to three after losing in 
two the first time.

“I keep telling the girls, 
we’re right there,” she said. 
“Just keep working, keep 
plugging.”

The head coach was hap-
py to see the girls improve 
Thursday night, which 
allowed them to come away 
with a pair of wins.

“Like I told them in the 
locker room, you know, to-
night we were consistent the 
whole way through,” Snyder 
said. “You know, there 

SC Volleyball
Leaves Attica
With Two Ws

See VOLLEYBALL / Page 6

The South Central cross 
country runners had two 
meets to open the season.

The Timberwolves attend-
ed the Ellis meet last Thurs-
day, in which Taryn Boyd-
ston won the girl’s race. She 
finished first with a time of 
19:59.01. Chevelle Morton 
also ran and finished 13th 
with a time of 31:34.24.

In the boy’s race, Cayson 
Boydston was third with a 
time of 19:21.92, Braidyn 
Cox was seventh with a time 
of 20:34.50, Henry Brull 
was 18th with a time of 
22:22.02 and Wyatt Dixson 
was 22nd with a time of 
23:21.75.

Head coach Tori Selzer 
said the Ellis meet was 
a “tricky meet” because 
the team had a lot of new 
runners. But she said the 
runners did well.

“We had one girl collapse 
with heat exhaustion and 
that took a big strain on the 
whole team, myself included 
as the coach,” Selzer said. 
“She was our main priority 
and the results took a back 
burner, as it should be.

“We are a very close knit 
team and I couldn’t have been 
more proud of them for their 
care and concern for her over 
their own race and time.”

She said that practice ad-
justments because of the hot 
temperatures have been fine, 
adding that the runners are 
flexible with the changes.

“It’s been hard and takes a 
while to get in shape when 

Cross Country
Opens 2026
With 2 Meets
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ATTENTION
Announcement to all 1961 

graduates of Coldwater 
High School in Coldwater, 
KS. We are having a class 
reunion in Wichita, KS at 

Spears Restaurant Sept. 19, 
2026 located at 4323 W. 
Maple St. in Wichita.

Please RSVP to Janet Marsh 
at (316) 491-1888 or 

Naomi Jatz at (316) 684-4442.
Or by mail to Janet Marsh 

at 2300 N. Tyler Rd. Apt. 233, 
Wichita, KS 67205.  

We hope to see you there!

PUBLIC NOTICES

BETTIE FRANCIS MCILVEEN
Bettie Francis “Pat Patterson” McIlveen passed away 

on Nov. 23, 2025 at her home at Tapestry Senior Living in 
Tallahassee, Fla.

She lived on this earth for 101 years.
Bettie’s life was marked by living in many different plac-

es from San Diego to Norfolk, Va. to Tallahassee and many 
places in between but her roots were in Kansas. 

Bettie was born in Stafford, on Jan. 10, 
1924, to H. Franklin “Pat” Patterson and 
Hattie Patterson, née Huffman, and lived 
on and off for many years in the Coldwa-
ter and Wilmore areas. Both her parents, 
Franklin and Hattie, are buried at the Cold-
water Cemetery. Bettie attended schools in 

Battle Creek, Mich., San Diego and Stafford and graduated 
from Coldwater High School in 1942. She studied to be 
an LVN at Clairmont Mesa College (San Diego), and took 
medical aide training at Part Junior College.

She married Marcellus E. “Bill” Kerwin on Feb. 4, 1943, 
a successful radio announcer and personality, well known 
during his time in the Kansas City area. They had two chil-
dren together, Bryan Kerwin, who survives her in Quincy, 
Fla., and Sharon ‘Cheri’ Rose Rigney, née Kerwin, who 
preceeded her in death in 2000.

On Sept. 4, 1964, she married William McIlveen, a 
Chief Petty Officer in the Navy. She worked at the naval 
intelligence office in San Diego while Bill served three 
tours of duty in the Vietnam war. They were together until 
Bill’s passing in October 2006, enjoying several final years 
together taking group tours around the country and visiting 
family.

Bettie had a strong sense of civic duty and arguably was 
most proud of the awards and recognition she received 

throughout her years for numerous volunteer positions with 
a wide variety of organizations. A brief catalog of her many 
roles: volunteered as a den mother for both of her sons, and 
as Girl Scout leader for her daughter, serving 11 years as 
leader and six years on the Girl Scout Camp Committee. 
She was a charter and life member of the Comanche Coun-
ty Fair Board; served as chairman of the advisory board 
for Southwest Kansas Area Agency on Aging (SWKAAA) 
and as a member of Subdistrict VI for many years. She was 
a Silver Haired Legislator. She wrote the Wilmore News 
column in The Western Star for several years. She was a 
member of OES #226 in Great Bend, St Marks Episcopal 
Church in Medicine Lodge, Research Club & the BPW, all 
of Coldwater. She was selected as BPW’s Woman of the 
Year in 1988.

Born during the roaring 20s when horse-drawn wagons 
were more common than model-Ts, surviving the Great 
Depression, the Dust Bowl and outhouses during Kansas 
winters when crumpled pages of the Sears catalog served 
as toilet paper, two husbands who went through two wars, 
witnessing the birth of space travel and the evolution of 
computers, the internet and AI and even avidly adopting 
email as an octogenarian for perpetuating the scourge of 
chain letters and the pre-cursor to today’s memes, Bettie 
McIlveen moved with the times, saw dramatic changes and 
remarkably kept up a positive attitude up to her final days, 
always enjoying a good laugh. 

She is already deeply missed by her two sons Bryan 
Kerwin and Francis ‘Frank’ McIlveen, as well as by eight 
grandchildren, numerous great-grandchildren and a grow-
ing cohort of great-great-grandchildren.

Her funeral service will be held on Monday, Oct. 12, 
2026 at 11 a.m. at the Kansas Veterans’ Cemetery at Fort 
Dodge, located at 11560 U.S. Highway 400, in Fort Dodge.

(Published in The Western Star & Protection Press on Thurs-
day, Sept. 10, 2026) 1t

CORRECTED PUBLIC MEETING
The City of Coldwater, Kansas will hold a public 

meeting on October 12, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. in the city 
council meeting room at 239 E. Main Street to present 
and discuss the alternatives for sewer main improve-
ments. The improvements will be funded under the low 
interest State Revolving Loan Fund Program through 
the Kansas Department of Health and Environment.  
The loan application will include funding for the follow-
ing improvements:

	 1. Repair/replace sewer mains in 5 different 
locations. Rehabilitate/replace approximately 14 man-
holes and replace approximately 2580 linear feet of ex-
isting sanitary sewer mains, with an estimated amount 
of $713,000.00.

The anticipated amount of the loan application re-
quest will be $713,000.00 and the total project cost 
is estimated at $713,000.00. The alternatives will be 
discussed at the public meeting and comments by the 
public will be considered. Oral and written comments 
will be accepted.

(Published in The Western Star & Protection Press on Thurs-
day, Sept. 10, 2026) 1t

CORRECTED PUBLIC HEARING
The City of Coldwater, Kansas will hold a public 

hearing on October 12, 2026 at 6:40 p.m. in the city 
council meeting room at 239 E. Main Street to pres-
ent and discuss the proposed improvements for the 
sewer main rehabilitation project.  The improvements 
will be funded under the low interest State Revolving 
Loan Fund Program through the Kansas Department 
of Health and Environment.  The loan application will 
include funding for the following improvements:

	 1. Repair/replace sewer mains in 5 different 
locations. Rehabilitate/replace approximately 14 man-
holes and replace approximately 2580 linear feet of ex-
isting sanitary sewer mains, with an estimated amount 
of $713,000.00.

The anticipated amount of the loan application re-
quest will be $713,000.00 and the total project cost is 
estimated at $713,000.00. The anticipated increase in 
sewer use charges will be discussed.  The proposed 
improvements will be explained and comments by the 
public will be considered. Oral and written comments 
will be accepted. Any written comments will become a 
part of the City’s record of public hearing.  

OBITUARY

PRESS RELEASE
September is College 

Savings Month, and for 
many Kansas families, that 
also means sitting with 
questions that don’t have 
easy answers yet: Will my 
child go to a four-year col-
lege or university? A trade 
program? Something else 
entirely? The good news is 
a 529 plan doesn’t require 
having the answers today.

A 529 plan is a tax-ad-
vantaged account designed 
to help families save for 
education. But despite the 
name “college savings 

plan,” those savings aren’t 
limited to a traditional four-
year college.

Quest529, Kansas’ 
state-sponsored 529 plan, 
can help pay for a wide 
range of education paths, 
including two- and four-
year colleges, trade and vo-
cational schools, registered 
apprenticeships and eligible 
credentialing programs. 
That flexibility holds true 
even if a child’s path leads 
out of state because funds 
can be used at eligible 
schools and programs 
across the country.

Family Savings for College 
Can Follow Different Paths

two sons – Kurt and Andrew 
– joined 4-H, and they kept 
their mom and dad busy, 
too. 

When the county fair 
came around each year, 
Dale’s entries in Open Class 
would include garden pro-
duce, quilts and sewing. She 
had a greenhouse several 
years to grow salad greens 
during the winter. 

 She joined 4-H in Stan-
ton County when she was 
10 years old. Dale’s mother, 
DeEtta Winger, was a 4-H 
leader and helped her with 
baking and canning. Dale 
learned to sew using a trea-
dle machine.

Her husband, Bill, passed 
away, at age 93, in February 
2024, but she doesn’t live 
alone. After Noah Dale, 
son of Andrew and Debbie, 
graduated from high school 
in Topeka, he attended two 
years of college, then moved 
into his grandparents’ home. 
He helps his Uncle Kurt and 
Aunt Andi, who reside on a 
farm only a few miles away, 
as well as being employed 
at Ashland Feed & Seed. 

Helen Dale was a junior 
at K-State when she met 
Bill Dale, of Protection, on 
a blind date. Bill’s room-
mate was Richard Ward, of 
Protection. 

Helen graduated in 1952 
from Kansas State Uni-
versity with a BS in home 
economics and extension.

Bill was serving in the 
Marines for two years then 
came back to K-State to 
finish his degree in husband 
agronomy and graduated in 
1955. That’s when Bill and 
Helen moved to Protection. 
Both became involved in 
Kiowa Creek 4-H Club and 
they ended up becoming 
club leaders. 

For years Helen had girls 
come to her home and she 
taught them sewing skills 
as they worked on their 
4-H projects. When South 
Central Schools went from 
five days a week to four, 

that gave more time for her 
to help the beginners.

Jan St.Clair – a nearby 
neighbor to the Dales but 
also the Comanche County 
Extension agent – asked 
Dale if she would help with 
4-H countywide and she 
did. They met once a week 
in Coldwater.

She judged 4-H projects 
such as clothing and foods 
in surrounding counties.

Dale grew up in Stanton 
County on a farm. Her 
parents were Charles and 
DeEtta Winger, who home-
steaded in that county. They 
had five children and she 
was the next to last child. 
Her parents and siblings are 
no longer living. She is the 
only one left in her dad’s 
family.

Other Activities
Dale is a 60-year member 

of Eastern Star. She was 
also a member of P.E.O. and 
Harmony Club.

She was the office secre-
tary at the Protection United 
Methodist Church for years, 
as well as a member and of-
ficer in the UMW meetings.

She and Bill began to be 
youth group leaders in the 
1960s for that church and 
were teachers, VBS workers 
and active in all activities 
of the church. She sewed 
the curtains that are in the 
fellowship hall windows.

They were volunteer 
workers for 15 years for 
McCurdy, a United Meth-
odist school at Espanola, 
N.M. They would spend one 
week in the summer with a 
work team and go again for 
two weeks in the winter on 
their own as Volunteers in 
Mission. Bill did carpentry 
and maintenance work and 
Helen usually sewed or was 
a para in the elementary 
grades. 

Bill was a board mem-
ber for Youthville. The 
Youthville name was later 
changed to Ember Hope. 
The main campus is in 
Newton.

What Keeps Helen Busy? 

Two days after South 
Central’s graduation cer-
emony in May, Dale fell 
outside her rural home, 
breaking her right wrist, as 
well as other injuries. She 
was hospitalized and had 
to wear a neck brace for six 
weeks. She is left-handed 
and willing to tackle any-
thing. 

She plays games on her 
cell phone such as Wordle, 
Sudoku and Connections.

She likes to read every 
day, especially the large-
print books.

The Sundays that she 
misses church, she’ll watch 
Chapel Hill on television.

Every two weeks, she 
and her family use Zoom 

to communicate with each 
other.

Memories
Dale remembers the 

Depression years in 1930s 
when there was sugar 
rationing, saving alumi-
num, toothpaste and tools. 
Her brother served in the 
army during World War II. 
Dale and her mother would 
go with an organization 
to Syracuse to meet troop 
trains and serve snacks to 
the soldiers. 

Bill had a pilot’s license 
and would take family 
members for short flights. 
Bill and Helen would fly out 
to Johnson to visit family 
there and return home the 

same day. 
Twins! The family was 

surprised when Helen de-
livered two babies in 1970: 
Kurt and Andrew. Helen’s 
dad was a twin and later his 
sister gave birth to identical 
twin boys two days after 
Kurt and Andrew were born.

The Dales attended the 
Hutchinson State Fair for 
many years because five 
of their children were in 
4-H and later three grand-
daughters who had projects 
entered there.

Sally Selzer contracted 
Helen years ago to sew 
items to be used for Worship 
Woodworks’ wooden Bibli-
cal figures.

Another memory was 

her spending Wednesday 
afternoons in the church fel-
lowship hall for two hours 
quilting with a dozen other 
Methodist women such as 
Allene Jones, Viola Schum-
acher, Nola Harvey, Gladys 
Peacock,  Irene Moore, and 
Clara Schweitzer.

Her husband, Bill, died 
in February 2024. They had 
been married for 71 years. 
The Dale family celebrated 
their parents’ 50th wed-
ding anniversary in 2002 
at Angel Fire, N.M. Their 
60th was celebrated in the 
fellowship hall of the Pro-
tection Methodist Church. 
Their 70th anniversary was 
held at Kurt and Andi’s 
home.

(Published in The Western Star & Protection Press on Thurs-
day, Sept. 10, 2026) 1t

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Extension Council Election Comanche County Ex-

tension Council 
TO: The Voters of Comanche County, State of Kan-

sas, Mail 
Ballot Election. 
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
In accordance with KS. A. 2-611, 
As amended, State of Kansas, that On September 

11, 2026, the citizens of voting age of Comanche Coun-
ty will be mailed a ballot for the purpose of electing 
twentyfour members, six members for Agricultural Pur-
suits, six members for Family & Community Wellness 
Work, six members for  4-H Clubs and Youth Work, 
and six members for Community Vitality Initiatives, as 
Representatives to the Comanche County Extension 
Council.

Such ballots shall be mailed and/or otherwise trans-
mitted to the County Extension Office on or Before 
September 25, 2026. If you do not receive a ballot, 
please contact the County Extension Office at 201 S. 
New York, Coldwater or call (620) 582-2411 and a bal-
lot will be sent to you. 

/s/Leasa Huck, 
Extension Council Executive Board
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Late train, no mail
Monday’s westbound train 
was nearly five hours late 
and, as a result, our people 
received no eastern mail at 
all on Monday.

And, too, at a time when 
everybody was especially 
anxious to get the news 
from Buffalo [New York, 
where President William 
McKinley was shot Sep-
tember 6 as he toured the 
Buffalo Exposition. He died 
eight days later on Saturday, 
September 14, 1901].

Conductor Wright, of the 
Englewood branch of the 
Santa Fe, is enjoying a visit 
at the Buffalo Exposition. 
Conductors Weaver and 
Montsford are substituting 
for him.

Protection prattle 
Feed nearly all cut. Not 
enough rain yet.

J.L. Hudson, the Santa 
Fe’s obliging [depot] agent 
at this place, is laid up with 
a sprained back.

C.A.B. Cross, who 
succeeded S.S. Stone as 
[railroad] section foreman 
at this place, has purchased 
Robert Chrisman’s property. 
He will move his family 
down from Viola soon.

W.L. Dale received a 
carload of wheat this week 
which will be sold to the 
farmers here.

The dance last Friday 
night was a decided success. 
The music was furnished 
by Ross Bachman and Sam 
Fleming. All present report 
a good time.

Mrs. Maud Meisinger’s 
music class is usually well 
attended and everyone 
seems to take an interest. 
The progress of the class is 
rapid but thorough, which 
speaks well for the instruc-
tor.

Bob Chrisman has moved 
to Oklahoma.

A party of our people 
started this week for Okla-
homa to spend the week 
hunting. The party is com-
posed of Mr. and Mrs. Reed 
and a sister of Mrs. Reed, 
George Williams, Clifford 
Reed and Ed Fleming.

A match game of ball was 
played between the second 
nine of Coldwater and our 
second nine at his place on 
last Saturday. The first of 

the game was much in favor 
of Coldwater, but our boys 
improved toward the last of 
the game, but not enough to 
win.

The score resulted 14 to 
21 in favor of Coldwater. 
Battery for Coldwater, Pyle 
and Schwader; for Protec-
tion, Moore and Jarnagin. 
— [Correspondent] “JUNI-
PER.”

This and that
The wheat which has been 
sown during the past week 
will soon be growing 
greener. 

Miss Ida Tade, of Val-
ley Township, returned to 
Olathe on Tuesday where 
she will take some special 
or post-graduate work in 
the Hospital for the Deaf 
and Dumb. She has made 
a good record as a student 
in that institution, and her 
friends in this county are 
glad to note her success and 
advancement. 

Hugh Williams, of Irwin 
Township, returned this 
week from a two weeks’ 
stay at his farm in Pratt 
County where he helped to 
thresh out the crop of wheat 
raised on his farm this year. 

J.W. Way, of Protection, 
transacted business in Cold-
water Tuesday.

John Q. Williams, of 
Irwin Township, was in 
[Coldwater] Wednesday. On 
Thursday of last week he 
received a kick in the face 
from one of his horses while 
he was in the stable feeding, 
but fortunately the injury 
was not a very severe one. 

Daniel [1859–1905] and 
Effie [1859–1930] Tobias 
arrived Tuesday from near 
Bluff City, Sumner County, 
where they have been living 
for the past seven years.

Mr. Tobias owns a 
half-section of land along 
the Kiowa [Creek] in Irwin 
Township, and it is proba-
ble that he will buy another 
quarter-section or two and 
locate here. He believes that 
Comanche County is a good 
place to live.

The Tobiases’ son Daniel 
Earl married Josie Todd in 
1919 and lived on the fami-
ly’s land north of Protection. 
He died at age 30 in 1925. 
Josie remained on the farm 
and raised their three small 
children, Howard, Robert 
and Bertha. She eventually 
remarried and passed away 
at the age of 91 in 1993.  

Country schools open
School District No. 48 start-
ed Monday morning with 
Miss Lela Risley as teacher.

For many years this 
rural school was known as 
Cimarron School. It was 
about nine and a half miles 
straight south of Protection.

Prairie Queen School 
opened Monday with Miss 
Mary Wilson as teacher.

Prairie Queen, the school 
in District 38, was four 
miles north of Protection, 
just under a mile east of 
Kiowa Creek. Mary Wil-
son was later Mrs. Dwight 
McGee.

Edgewood School opened 
Monday with Miss Irene 
Wilborn as teacher.

Edgewood, in District 16, 
was about four and a half 
miles north and a mile and 
a half west of Protection. 
Irene Wilborn later married 
George Herron.

Rural districts, by the 
way, were numbered in the 
order they first organized. 
Thus their numbers were 
not based on a geographic 
system around the county.

To further confuse the is-
sue, rural districts’ buildings 
sometimes took on the name 
of a nearby family with a 
good share of the students. 
Over the years, those unoffi-
cial names then changed.

And, since all country 
school buildings in this 
county were wood frame, 
there were situations when 
district patrons used animal 
teams, or later tractors, to 
move the structures to more 
convenient locations within 
the district that better served 
families with children cur-
rently enrolled.

Protection School District
Monday the Protection Con-
solidated Schools opened 
with a very good enroll-
ment.

The Protection school 
district was the first in 
the county to consolidate 
with several nearby rural 
districts in the early 1920s. 
From then on it was known 
as Protection Consolidated 
District 1.

Professor Jacob Hoch 
stated that he did not believe 
the enrollment would be as 
large, especially in the high 
school, as last year, but this 
was Monday evening before 
he had an opportunity to 
total the enrollment. . . .

Promptly at seven, Mon-
day morning, the busses 
started on their nine-months’ 
trek on the routes, and all 
reported on time.

Some complaint has been 
registered that the roads on 
the bus routes were not in 
the best conditions, largely 
needing dragging.

However, undoubtedly the 
route patrons will see as to 
the conditions of the roads 
being made satisfactory and 
put in good shape for the 
busses to travel and trans-
port the children.

It is doubtful if the 
attendance of Oklahoma 
pupils will be as large in the 
Protection schools this year 
as has been in the past. . . .

Fiery Thursday
Thursday of last week was 
a rather unfortunate day in 
Protection for fires. 

In the late afternoon the 
fire siren called the com-
pany to the home of G.W. 
Reed on the east side of 
Protection. In some manner 
Mr. Reed’s barn had caught 
fire and by the time the fire 
company arrived, the blaze 
had gained such headway 
that (as Mr. Reed’s property 

was outside of the fire limits 
and beyond the reach of the 
water plugs) the chemical 
apparatus was of no avail. 
The barn, adjacent sheds 
and garage were a total 
loss. . . .

Mr. Reed’s loss was total 
as his insurance had expired 
a few days prior to the fire. 
The loss will reach about 
$2,000 [nearly $38,000 in 
today’s dollars]. . . .

Thursday evening during 
the progress of the rain-
storm, lightning hit a shed 
in the rear of the George 
Downing home in Protec-
tion, setting the building 
and stored hay on fire and 
stunning a milk cow which 
was tied in the shed.

The fire quickly gained 
headway but the fire 
company made a record 
run and speedily played a 
stream of water on the blaze, 
extinguishing it, so that the 
damage was negligible.

Busy builder
J.O. Freshour and his force 
of carpenters are busy with 
the erection of a modern 
bungalow home for E.F. 
Moore. Mr. Moore is build-
ing his new home on the lots 
formerly occupied by the 
Moore parental home.

It will be a five-room 
modern bungalow with the 
latest heating system and 
plumbing conveniences. 
One especially attractive 
feature will be a porte-cochere 
on the west. In the construc-
tion, Mr. Moore is using 
much of the lumber in the 
former Moore home.

Also, Mr. Freshour has 
the contract for a new five-
room bungalow, which T.L. 
Hughes will erect on the 
lots north of the Santa Fe 
[railroad] and east of the 
city park.

Mr. Hughes is planning 
a five-room modern bun-
galow, well appointed, 
convenient and comfortable. 
It is built according to the 
plans as furnished by Mr. 
Freshour, and the work is 
well underway.

With these contracts on 
hand, and the completion 
and work on the Bon-Ton 
Bakery building on Broad-
way at hand, Mr. Freshour 
and his force of carpenters 
are very busily employed.

The stuccoed bakery 
building on the west side of 
North Broadway still stands, 
but is empty. It eventually 
was the Home Cafe, then 
later a center for youths and 
senior citizens.

Broadway is looking good
Intensive remodeling of 
three business firms is 
rapidly nearing completion 
along Protection’s Broad-
way.

The Houston-Doughty 
Lumber Company office ex-
pansion and modernization 
project is the largest of the 
group. An extension of the 
office building on the north 
gives the company added 
display space, a bolt room 
and more office space. The 
ceiling has been lowered, 
interior walls and floors re-
decorated, exterior modern-
ized and the complete yards 
have been painted.

Jack Lindsey is complete-
ly remodeling his building 
formerly occupied by the 
Lehman Hardware. He has 
braced the floors, cleared 
the floor to the walls, con-
structed an office in the rear 
of the display room, built a 
new ceiling and will redo 
the walls.

Herman Herbord’s ser-

vice station is also undergo-
ing an overhauling.

Flower beds at the front 
of the station have been 
replaced by concrete display 
spaces. The Spanish-type 
architecture of the station 
has been altered to include 
two large picture windows 
across the front. Access to 
the ladies’ restroom has also 
been made more convenient.

These community im-
provements, plus the recent 
remodeling of the [Farmers 
State] Bank, Claude Row-
land’s office building and 
the Crest Theatre all help 
make Protection a fine place 
to live.

The Rowland Insurance 
Agency was in the south 
half of today’s vacant lot 
between the Bumper to 
Bumper auto parts store 
and the Protection Commu-
nity Venture grocery store. 
That building was destroyed 
by fire in March 1988.

Photographic memories
Ownership of the Carpen-
ter Studio by Mrs. Leroy 
(Erma) Smith ceased after 
31 years, this week, when 
she sold her equipment to 
Maynard Brown, Ashland 
photographer.

Mrs. Smith, with her 
sister Eula Carpenter, es-
tablished the studio in 1920. 
She became sole owner in 
1924 and has managed the 
studio at her home and at 
the present location since 
that time.

Mr. Brown is an ac-
complished photographer 
and will be welcomed to 
business circles of the city. 
He will maintain the studio 
here and in Ashland.

Claude Rowland, owner 
of the building housing the 
studio, plans to redecorate 
before Mr. Brown moves in 
for business. An announce-
ment will be made at a later 
date as to when the studio 
will reopen, and the policy 
regarding appointments for 
sittings.

The Carpenter studio 
building was on the west 
side of North Broadway, 
somewhere near today’s 
community event sign and 
the PHS Panther sculpture 
by Hays artist Pete Felten.

Whoops!
The typesetting machine at 
the POST gave up the ghost 
early Wednesday afternoon 
— perhaps for good! If we 
can’t get it running again this 
weekend, we’ll have to make 
other typesetting arrange-
ments until October 1, when 
we hope to buy a Linotype 
from the Daily Globe at 
Dodge City. So, if your items 
aren’t in the POST this week, 
please forgive us — we were 
unable to work the extra 
production into our schedule 
this week.

Out and about
Merrill and Deann Deck 
and Mike visited in the Roy 
Walker home Sunday with 
R.J. and Maggie Walker and 
family of Greeley, Colorado.

Dwight and Mary McGee 
spent Thursday evening vis-
iting with Bernice Hackney.

Dr. L.G. and Juanita 
Glenn spent Labor Day 
weekend in Kansas City 
visiting their son Dr. Jim 
Glenn, Mrs. Jacquie Glenn 
and Gina.

Vaughn and Dorothy 
Huck and Mary were Wood-
ward and Fargo, Oklahoma, 
visitors Sunday.

JoAnne Bare, Edith 
Hazen and Mary Overocker 
were in Alva Monday.

Robert and Calla Sanders 
spent Monday and Tuesday 
in Rocky Ford, Colorado.

Poland is new manager
By Bob Greer
“I’m looking forward to 
meeting all our patrons. And 
I sure hope we get some 
good rains in our area soon!”

That’s how Kendall Po-
land summed up his views 
here last week as he wound 
up his first few days as new 
general manager of Protec-
tion Co-op.

Poland officially started 
his job here on September 1. 
He replaced Wade Harmon, 
who retired August 31 after 
being employed almost 42 
years by Protection Co-op.

The new manager is a 
central Kansas native and 
has spent his life in several 
small communities such as 
Protection. He came here 
from a 6½-year stint with 
Right Co-op at Ness City. He 
was branch manager at Ness 
City for the past two years.

Poland and his wife Rhon-
da have three young sons. . . . 
All three of the Poland 
children are in school here. 
Duane is age 11 and is in the 
sixth grade. Fourth grader 
Bradley is age 9. Todd is age 
7 and is a second grader.

New manager Kendall 
was . . . raised in the small 
community of Isabel, north 
of Medicine Lodge. He 
graduated from high school 
in Medicine Lodge and 
attended York (Nebraska) 
University. That’s where he 
met his wife Rhonda. She is 
from Pueblo, Colorado. . . .

Notice!
Don’t place dead or live 
skunks in dumpsters or trash 
cans at home or downtown! 
Thank you for your coopera-
tion. Osborn Disposal.

Bobbing Along Broadway
By Bob Greer
What an exciting way to start 
the school sports programs in 
USD 300 this fall.

First of all, South Central 
High School edged Spear-
ville High in football to start 
the new season. At Cold-
water last Friday night the 
Timberwolves beat the visit-
ing Royal Lancers, 28–20.

Mac Herd of Coldwater is 
a walking encyclopedia on 
sports, especially athletics in 
Coldwater and Protection.

This is South Central 
High’s 13th year. Mac told 
me that Spearville is the only 
football opponent that has 
played South Central each 
year. During that time, the 
Timberwolves have won 
their share of games against 
the larger enrollment in 
Spearville. SCHS leads the 
series by 7–6 now, and has 
won 4 of the last 5 games.

And continuing on the 
high school sports scene — 
South Central’s varsity 
volleyball girls won the 
championship at the Satanta 
Invitational Tournament for a 
second year in a row.

In fact, at this writing, 
SCHS has a perfect 7–0 
volleyball record. I hope by 
pointing that out I’m not 
putting a jinx on them.

In tennis this year, South 
Central has just one return-
ing player, junior Alyssa 
Ediger. Last fall she played 
in the state tournament. And 
in her season-opening meet 
at the Cimarron Invitational 
she placed second. She lost 
her opener, then won 24 
games in a row.

The SC Middle School’s 
football team won their 
opener over Ashland, 22–0. 
The volleyballers won, too.

Protection news from earlier times
Compiled by Dave Webb
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Handy Man
Big and small jobs welcome

720-474-5232
Coldwater

Red Hills Waste Solutions
Justin York, owner-operator

Coldwater      316-833-2990

Showtime 8 pm BOTH
Saturday and Sunday
Box office opens 45 minutes 
prior to showtime

KAT
Construction

601 East First Street
PO Box 566

Coldwater KS 67029

Kelsey Thompson
620-582-5336

Coldwater   620-582-2136 Protection   620-622-4588
301 South Washington 463 US Highway 160

Monday-Friday Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday 
9 am-noon   1:30-5 pm 9 am-noon 1-4 pm 

Daniel Schowengerdt, MD
 in Protection Tuesday morning

Melanie Dunn, APRN-C
 in Protection Wednesday morning

Carmen Nelson, APRN-C
 in Protection Wednesday afternoon

Ashley Alvarez, APRN-C
 in Protection Thursday morning

COMANCHE COUNTY MEDICAL CLINIC Four providers serving the county

Debi   620-253-4396
Beverly   620-546-3204

204 East Main   Coldwater
Open Tuesday-Saturday

Lehl’s Water Well Service
403 North Leavenworth

COLDWATER
620-960-7669

UNRUH SAND & GRAVEL
Sand-Gravel-Rock-Road base Delivered

Oil field road work

Fully insured-Fast service
620-582-5035

For all your
Insurance needs
call
620-582-2166 or
800-889-9887
ask for Leasa

Advertise here!

Readers will see your 
message right here!

Retail Liquor
Store

Mon-Thur
11 am-9 pm

Fri-Sat
10 am-10 pm

Sunday
Noon-7 pm

717 S Central  Coldwater  620-582-2242

See . . .You looked at this tiny type.
Folks will look at your ad, too!

We’re saving this
spot for your ad!

Waiting for your
special message!

SUBSCRIPTIONS:
$50/year in CM County

$60/year out-of-county

$49.95/year digital

$79.95/year all-access
(print, digital, and 
access to articles on
kcnonline.com)

Sponsored by

WILMORE OIL COMPANY
PREMIUM LUBRICANTS & FUEL
Mobil • Chevron • Motorcraft
 Shell • Citgo
 Phillips 66

Alliance Ag & Grain

CardTrol
Open 24/7

for your fuel needs

All major credit cards and 
debit cards accepted

Offering 90/10 Ethanol

South Central   Coldwater

Welding repair work, 
fabrfabrication, custom projects
Portable welding

316-617-1667
1 mile north of Coldwater on west side of Hwy 183

Matt Freund

Wilmore Propane LLC
To-your-tank propane sales
We appreciate your business!
AARON • 620-546-3427
RYAN • 620-546-1592
Greensburg • Wilmore
wilmoreoil.com

620-582-5393
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CLASSIFIED
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? Contact Jason Jump at (620) 532-3151 or email jasonjump@thestarpress.news

THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2026 n THE WESTERN STAR & PROTECTION PRESS n thestarpress.news

CLASSIFIED
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? Contact Jason Jump at (620) 532-3151 or email jasonjump@thestarpress.news

THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2026 n THE WESTERN STAR & PROTECTION PRESS n thestarpress.news6

KEEP LOCAL NEWS IN COMANCHE COUNTY
We need the support of the community &

local businesses. Call 620.532.3151 to subscribe 
& advertise, turning our readers into your customers!

STAR-PRESS
SUBSCRIBPTIONS:

Cost is per year

$50 (Comanche Co.)
$60 (Out of County)

$49.95 Online
$79.95 All-Access
(print, online, PDF)

starpress.news

September 12-13
Showtimes: Saturdays @ 7 p.m.

Sundays at 3 p.m.

End of Oak Street
Rated: PG-13 / 100 minutes

Sci-Fi & Adventure

Sponsored by: 
 

Support your local historic
community theatre!

Ironbark Services, LLC
Tree Trimming & Removal

Stump Removal
Duane Mosshart / 620.622.7094

time is so limited,” Selzer 
said. “But they understand 
that. Everyone from each 
school is also dealing with 
the same heat conditions so 
we know we aren’t the only 
ones having to make adjust-
ments. That helps lessen the 
frustration.”

The runners then attended 
a meet in Meade Saturday. 
Selzer said that the athletes 
competed well and she was 
pleased with how the runners 
improved their performances.

In the boy’s race, Denin 
Johnson was 10th with a 
time of 19:50.75, Dominic 
Macias was 16th with a time 
of 20:26.03, Parker Wood-
rum was 54th with a time of 
26:59.44, Jacob Reed was 
58th with a time of 29:26.44 
and Gavin Martin was 65th 
with a time of 37:45.91.

For the girls, Sophia Her-
nandez was 23rd with a time 
of 26:41.83.

The Timberwolves will 
next attend the Pratt Skyline 
meet this Saturday. Selzer 

said it’s not the easiest course 
but not a tough one either.

“I can see them gaining 
confidence at this meet 
mentally as well as gaining 
a better understanding of 
pacing and running their own 
race,” she said.

Meanwhile, Selzer said, 
the runners intend to focus on 
hydration, effort and “believ-
ing the body achieves what 
the mind believes” during 
practice this week.

“Running is a such a 
mental sport – if you tell 
yourself you can, you will. If 
you tell yourself you can’t, 
you won’t,” Seizer said. “We 
are working on improving 
our mental toughness and 
fundamentals of running 
during the hard workouts this 
week, comparing ourselves to 
the person we were yesterday 
and being 1 percent better 
today instead of comparing to 
others.

“Running is a very hum-
bling sport, it never feels 
easy. Sometimes you feel 
like you can go forever, other 
times you can barely go a 
mile.”

MEETS
• From Page 1

South Central girl’s 
tennis team had a good 
showing at the Cimar-
ron tournament Tuesday, 
playing well despite the 
brutally hot temperatures.

“These girls stepped onto 
the courts in the sweltering 
heat and competed with 
heart, grit and determina-
tion from the very first ball 
to the very last,” said head 
coach Stephanie Salisbury. 
“I could not be more proud 
of this team.”

Mia Napierala took first 
at No. 2 singles in her 
first singles action of her 
high school tennis career. 
She beat Cimarron 6-4, 
beat Garden City 6-3 and 
beat Ashland by medical 
default, leading 3-0 when 
the match stopped.

“Mia brought the heat 
with heavy serves, smart 
shot selection, excellent 
court awareness, and 
tremendous composure,” 
Salisbury said. “She played 
smart tennis and trusted her 
game.”

Fabiola Rivera took sec-

ond at No. 1 singles, play-
ing a tough match against 
Garden City and losing, 
but Salisbury praised Rive-
ra for doing exactly what 
she was taught in practice 
to “reset, refocus and fight 
back.”

Rivera then beat Ci-
marron 6-4 and then won 
a tough match against 
Meade 6-4 to secure the 
second-place finish.

Hannahlee Hurd and 
Alieny Zarate played No. 2 
doubles and saw their first 
varsity action.

“They battled their 

opponents, fought through 
long points, went to deuce 
multiple times, and won 
games in every match 
they played,” Salisbury 
said. “That kind of fight 
is exactly what we want 
to see from our players. 
They may be new to var-
sity competition, but they 
showed today that they 
belong on that court.”

Nevaeh Pankrat and Max 
Miller had to pull out due 
to injury but Salisbury said 
she was proud of the girls 
for stepping onto the court 
and giving it their all.

Lady Timberwolves Brave Temps, Competition in Cimarron
BY BOB MORRIS
Managing Editor

Republicans on a legis-
lative budget committee 
renewed discontent Friday 
with Gov. Laura Kelly’s 
administration, which real-
located millions of dollars 
that could have benefitted 

Kansans with intellectual 
or developmental disabil-
ities.

Instead, GOP lawmakers 
said, approximately $24 
million that should have 
been targeted at 5,300 
people on the state’s I/DD 
waiting list was transferred 
internally by the Kansas 

Department for Aging and 
Disability Services. The 
cash was used to expand 
aid to Kansans with severe 
brain injuries, the frail 
elderly and people requir-
ing technology assistance 
to grapple with a disability. 
A majority of the reallo-
cation, approximately $19 

million, was dedicated 
to needs of frail elderly 
Kansans.

“That’s the frustration,” 
said Rep. Kristey Williams, 
an Augusta Republican. 
“We have to trust our agen-
cies to use the money 

Rep. Hoffman Speaks Out on Assertion of Improper Fund Shift

See HOFFMAN / Page 6

BY TIM CARPENTER
Kansas Reflector
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Back in the Older Days Coldwater news from earlier days
Compiled by Teresa Jones

130 YEARS AGO
From Sept. 12, 1896 Star

The mercury stood at 102 
in the shade at 1 o’clock last 
Monday.

The weather turned very 
much cooler after Wednes-
day night’s rain. Fires and 
overcoats were comfortable 
Thursday morning.

The weather was still 
cooler yesterday. It would 
appear that the backbone of 
summer is broken.

There is no room in this 
country for any other flag 
than Old Glory; it is good 
enough for us, and should be 
good enough for those who 
seek our shores.

The public schools of this 
city opened Monday with 
an enrollment of 115. The 
indications are it will be the 
largest school for two years. 
The pupils are distributed in 
the different departments, 
viz: high school, 85; inter-
mediate, 27; primary, 53. 
There promises to be quite 
a number of pupils from 
outside of the district.

The Kansas State Fair will 
be held at Wichita, Septem-
ber 21 to 28. The past few 
years the State Fair has not 
been much of an attraction.

County Supt. Hadley 
brought to market Wednes-
day, a fine lot of cabbage, 
that he raised on his farm 
north of town.

John Q. Leonard, we 
understand, has purchased 
the Z.M. Baker property in 
this city. Mrs. Leonard and 
the children moved into 
the property from Rumsey 
Township last week, to enjoy 
our school privileges. 

120 YEARS AGO
From Sept. 7, 1906 Star

A heavy rain fell over 
this part of the state on last 
Sunday evening.

On Sunday evening about 
7:30 o’clock while the rain-
storm was in progress and 
while Mrs. Henry Knecht 
was answering a telephone 
call a heavy electrical cur-
rent struck near Ed Dee-
wall’s a few miles north.

The electricity melted the 
telephone wire in one or two 
places, following the wire 
over the line. It happened 
that Mrs. Knecht had just 
taken down the receiver as 
the electric current struck, 
and a rather severe shock in 
the right hand and arm was 
the result. Her wrist was 
pretty badly burned and the 
fingers and arm rendered 
numb and useless for several 
hours. Her injured arm has 
now nearly recovered.

The Presbyterians are 
making some improvements 
about their church. Some 
new steps have been put in 
and a part of the sides of the 
interior are being plastered 
and will be nicely tinted.

The welcomed sound of 
the old school bell is heard 
again. The teachers and 
the pupils gave the school 
grounds a general cleaning 
up. There are still pupils who 
have not yet enrolled but 
who should do so. 

Some of the high school 
pupils are finding some 
difficulty in getting started in 
algebra and Latin. Persever-
ance will conquer.

The enrollment on 
Wednesday evening was 
as follows: primary room, 
Miss Lena Hadley teacher, 
30; intermediate room, Miss 
Catherine Roderick teacher, 
38; grammar grade, Miss 
Flossie Rosell teacher, 28; 
high school, W.L. Dunbar 
principal, 11 — total 107.

110 YEARS AGO
From Sept. 8, 1916 Star

More rain this week.
Keep the dates in mind – 

September 27, 28, and 29. 

The Comanche County Fair 
will have the right-of-way 
on those days.

On Monday of this week, 
the Coldwater public schools 
entered upon what promises 
to be another very successful 
term of school.

With a number of ad-
ditional facilities in the 
way of more room for the 
various classes and grades, 
a large, new assembly hall, 
an improved and up-to-date 
heating apparatus, and with 
a corps of earnest teachers 
(16 in number), there is 
every reason to believe that 
the school year which began 
in this district on Monday 
will be one of the best in the 
history of the school.

The total enrollment in 
the high school so far is 101, 
which is over 30 in excess of 
the first week enrollment last 
year. It is expected that the 
high school enrollment will 
reach at least 120. The senior 
class starts out with a mem-
bership of 14, the juniors 
with 21, the sophomores 
with 31 and the freshmen 35.

Glee clubs have been or-
ganized and football practice 
has been started. Of course, 
every pupil in school will be 
glad to see the Community 
Building completed and 
ready for athletic activities 
and for other uses.

We all expect a very pleas-
ant and profitable year’s 
work, but it is well for us to 
remember that the teachers 
alone cannot make good 
schools. We as students have 
a part to perform. 

100 YEARS AGO
From Sept. 10, 1926 Star

Considerable road work 
has been done in various 
parts of Comanche County 
of late. And still there is 
need for more road improve-
ment.

A heavy rain on Thursday 
afternoon and on Thursday 
night, and a good show-
er last Saturday evening 
interfered somewhat with the 
programs and attendance at 
the Comanche County Fair, 
which was held in this city 
last week.

However, the rain was 
welcomed by everybody as 
it laid the dust and greatly 
cooled the air, thus making 
weather conditions much 
more pleasant during the last 
two days than during the first 
two days of the fair.

One of the most pleasing 
attractions at the fair was the 
exhibition of fireworks on 
the last two evenings. With-
out question, it was the best 
display of fireworks ever 
seen in this city.

Happy school days are 
here again.

Again this year, many of 
the patrons of the Coldwater 
schools are compelled to 
wait for a week or more for 
some of the needed school 
books for their children.

It does seem that some 
kind of arrangement could 
be made by which these 
annoying delays would not 
occur. Many of the pupils are 
handicapped in the matter of 
getting a good start, because 
the required books cannot be 
had promptly.

A troupe of six musicians, 
comedians and humorists 
will give a concert next 
Wednesday evening at the 
Pike Theatre beginning at 
7:30. Popular prices.

90 YEARS AGO
From Sept. 11, 1936 Star

The high school enroll-
ment this year is the largest 
in the history of the school. 
There is a crowded condition 
in most of the classes.

The freshmen class has the 
largest enrollment with 57 
members; the sophomores 

have 48; the juniors are only 
two behind with 55 enrolled; 
while the seniors have 47.

The enrollment in the 
grades is: grade 8, 31; grade 
7, 32; grade 6, 33; grade 5, 
27; grade 4, 27; grade 3, 26; 
grade 2, 34; and grade 1, 28.

This updates a non-relief 
statewide project, which last 
year employed 422 teachers 
and enrolled 14,647 stu-
dents.

Its purpose is to give 
college training and credits 
to high school graduates and 
others who for any reason 
are unable to attend college.

The courses are supervised 
by Kansas University, which 
conducts the final examina-
tions and issues accredited 
grades.

We are glad to report that 
all the students who have 
taken tests here in the past 
two years, have passed the 
examinations and received a 
grade.

Classes are starting next 
week in Rhetoric, English 
Literature I and II, and in 
other subjects as desired. 
A small tuition is charged 
those working for credits. 
Non-credit students may 
take the work free of charge.

Mrs. Karff, who is ap-
proved by the State Board 
of Education, KU and Hays 
Teachers College, will again 
have charge of the classes. If 
interested see her or Helen 
Thompson, County Superin-
tendent of Schools, Sponsor. 

On Friday, September 18, 
Will G. West, Republican 
candidate for governor, will 
be in Coldwater at 3 p.m., 
and will make an address 
from his car, which is fitted 
with loudspeaker equipment. 
Hugo T. Wedell, Republican 
candidate for reelection as 
Justice of the Supreme Court 
in Kansas will speak in 
Coldwater about noon next 
Monday, September 14, it is 
announced.

During the past two years, 
following an election in 
which the voters, by a large 
majority, voted to issue 
bonds for the building of a 
lake and recreational park 
somewhere in the county, 
the matter had been virtually 
dropped.

However, the county com-
missioners and others have 
recently taken a new interest 
in the proposition, and it is 
thought that a definite site 
will be decided upon soon.

A WPA (Works Progress 
Administration) engineer 
was sent to this county and 
he, in cooperation with 
County Engineer Edward 
Schrock, has made a number 
of core drill tests on the 
Thornton land, near the 
Morton place, southwest of 
Coldwater.

On Tuesday, the core 
drilling equipment was 
moved to the McIntyre farm 
10½ miles southeast of 
Coldwater. It is said that the 
clay bed beneath the surface 
at the latter location is quite 
favorable.

This proposed lake site 
of 100 acres, with its strong 
flow of spring water, will 
form a lake covering 58 
acres of land, according to 
previous estimates of engi-
neers.

There is no question but 
that the majority of the peo-
ple greatly desire a county 
lake, and all hope that some 
kind of logical plans will 
be worked out which will 
enable a lake project to 
be completed regardless 
of where the lake may be 
located.

It is said that the govern-
ment will furnish 85% of the 
cost of the lake, exclusive 
of the land, which must be 
the property of the county. A 
great deal of interest is being 

manifested in the proposed 
project.

80 YEARS AGO
From Sept. 13, 1946 Star

Today is Friday the thir-
teenth.

The Oiler All-Stars will 
play the Coldwater baseball 
team here Sunday. Last 
game of the season.

At the Dodge City fair 
last Friday, Phantom Lady, 
a 16-month-old registered 
Palomino filly belonging to 
Homer Hartwell and bred by 
Lovedren Hall of Coldwater 
placed first in the yearling 
class at the Palomino Horse 
Show.

At the Wellington show on 
August 20, the filly placed 
fifth in a mixed class of 
yearlings, four studs placing 
ahead of her.

At the Hardtner fair, Lady 
placed first in a large class. 
She has plenty of class and 
we shall hear more of Lady 
in the future. Phantom Lady 
was also Reserve Champion 
of the show, which included 
four groups — colts, year-
lings, two to three years and 
over, and mares.

The yearling filly is out of 
the Gregg Palomino stallion, 
Pine Knot and one of Love-
dren’s best mares.

The first calf-roping tour-
nament to be held in Kansas 
will be held at the rodeo 
grounds near Coldwater 
on Sunday, September 22, 
sponsored by the VFW’s and 
the Coldwater Roping Club. 
Following a free barbecue 
at noon, there will be a 
horse and colt show, cutting 
horse contest and horse race. 
Liberal prizes are being 
awarded.

Prohibiting other than sin-
gle parking in the business 
section of Main Street:

Owing to the inconve-
nience arising from the 
increased practice of double- 
or triple-parking in the 
above-named section of the 
city, and in violation of Ordi-
nance No. 221, it becomes 
necessary that immediate 
police action be taken to 
correct this difficulty.

As you have the privilege 
of parking at space provided 
nearest convenient to this 
section, we ask your coop-
eration in complying with 
this order and avoid future 
apprehension. ORDER 
OF COLDWATER CITY 
COUNCIL, E.L. Orr, Mayor.

70 YEARS AGO
From Sept. 14, 1956 Star

During the past week all 
of Kansas and Oklahoma has 
baked in an almost unprece-
dented heat wave with tem-
peratures here on Tuesday 
reaching 105 and other days 
of more than 100.

No rain is in sight and the 
feed crop prospects seem 
to have gone glimmering. 
It is one of the most serious 
situations our farmers have 
ever faced.

The annual Girl Scout 
Fund Drive will be Thurs-
day, September 27. The 
Civic Improvement Club and 
VFW Auxiliary members, 
sponsors of the Brownies 
and Girl Scout troops, will 
solicit the city. Please keep 
this date in mind.

There will be a meeting of 
the Comanche Rifle Club on 
Tuesday evening, Septem-
ber 18, at 8:00 p.m. in the 
basement of Willard’s Ben 
Franklin Store. Plans will be 
made for an outdoor shoot 
for scores and allocation of 
30 caliber ammunition.

A Farmers Home Admin-
istration office has recently 
been opened in Coldwater in 
the Culp building, the first 
door east of the Pike Hotel.

Sam Koury has been 
chosen as Comanche County 

Supervisor, with Mrs. Elmer 
Morgan as county office 
clerk. Comanche and Clark 
county FHA loans have 
previously been serviced at 
Pratt.

Week before last, Riley 
Ford walked off with the 
highest cash prize, $43 
[or about $530 in today’s 
dollars], yet offered by the 
Coldwater Trades Day Assn. 
You must be present to win. 
Merchandise prizes will also 
be given, it is announced.

60 YEARS AGO
From Sept. 8, 1966 Star

 U.S. Senator James B. 
Pearson will be on Main 
Street Thursday afternoon, 
September 8, from 1:45 to 
2:45. Everyone is invited to 
meet the senator at that time.

One of the best-read books 
in town is due for reprint-
ing soon and residents are 
urged to make any necessary 
changes in the text, accord-
ing to Dick G. Boerger, 
manager for Southwestern 
Bell. “The book referred to, 
of course, is the telephone 
directory,” Boerger said.

The importance of immu-
nizations against measles is 
especially significant now 
that a new school year is 
about to begin. Measles is a 
most serious and contagious 
disease of all children.

Since we now have a mea-
sles vaccine at our disposal 
it is possible to make large 
gains toward the complete 
eradication of the disease.

The new measles vaccine 
requires only a single dose, 
which makes it convenient 
for carrying out large scale 
immunization programs. The 
vaccine contains a live virus 
which affords permanent 
protection in the same man-
ner as one would obtain after 
having had the disease.

A concerted effort on the 
part of parents is needed to 
achieve compete protection 
for all children between 
the ages of 12 months and 
12 years. County Health 
Officer, Dr. L.G. Glenn, asks 
that parents take advantage 
of the available vaccine in 
order to protect the children 
of Comanche County.

50 YEARS AGO
From Sept 9, 1976 Star

Everyone was smiling and 
giving thanks Wednesday of 
this week, when beautiful 
soft rains began falling early 
in the morning.

While it was pretty gener-
al, amounts were lighter in 
the south part of the county. 
Measurements unofficially 
ranged from just over an 
inch to around .65 inch in 
town.

While more moisture is 
needed, this will permit last 
minute farming operations, 
seedbed preparation and 
wheat seeding, and fertilizing 
will begin in earnest now.

Someone asked the Indi-
ans at the Medicine Lodge 
Peace Treaty if they would 
do a rain dance. He an-
swered, “No, the rains come 
from the Man Upstairs.”

“So let’s give GOD the 
glory for indeed, HE is the 
Giver of every good and 
perfect gift.”

On Tuesday afternoon of 
this week, incumbent Charlie 
Angell, state senator from 
this district, visited with 
voters in Coldwater and this 
area. He is seeking reelec-
tion in the upcoming general 
election in November. He 
lives in Plains, is an active 
Baptist layman, member 
of the Agricultural Hall of 
Fame Board Manager and 
served in Scouting for 24 
years.

He is presently serving 
on eight committees plus 
three special committees on 

Education, School Finance 
and Land Use.

This Friday will be Cold-
water’s first home football 
game of the season with the 
Ashland Bluejays. Coach 
Bob Mullen says that most 
coaches, sports reporters 
for the Hutchinson News 
and the Wichita Eagle favor 
Ashland to take the League 
championship and possibly 
go to state.

However, the CHS Eagles 
team spirit is good and they 
are not going into the game 
with a defeated attitude and 
that Ashland will know they 
have been in a ball game.

Coach Mullen states that 
Coldwater’s team is fairly 
light but has good potential. 
The Coldwater Quarterback 
Club is now organized and 
will meet each Tuesday. 
Everyone is looking forward 
to a good year with fine co-
operation between players. 

40 YEARS AGO
From Sept. 11, 1986 Star

Defending Division I 
State 8-man football cham-
pion Coldwater High School 
kicks off its new gridiron 
season this Friday night. The 
Eagles travel to Minneola 
for a non-league, non-dis-
trict contest.

Minneola had a 7-2 record 
last fall, losing only to 
Coldwater and Jetmore. The 
Wildcats, like Coldwater, 
return a number of seasoned 
veterans. Coldwater High 
has won 22 of its last 23 
games over a two-year span. 
The Eagles were 12-0 last 
fall and 10-1 in 1984 (when 
they lost only to state-champ 
Ingalls). Next Friday the 
Eagles play at Jetmore. 
Their first home game is on 
Sept. 26 against archrival 
Protection.

Coldwater has a dentist, as 
of last Thursday. Dr. Randy 
German, a Buffalo, Okla., 
dentist, has leased an office 
and opened his practice in 
Dr. Goering’s building one 
day (Thursday) a week. He 
will maintain his practice in 
Buffalo the rest of the week.

Dr. German has a family 
practice, and promotes pre-
ventive dentistry.

He said, “We’re here to 
serve the very young to the 
very old. We like to start our 
patients as little children. I 
particularly enjoy kids.” He 
has been practicing for six 
years, four of them in the 
Army before moving back 
to open an office a year ago 
last May in his hometown.

A new face and another 
new service can now be 
found at the Comanche 
County Hospital.

Mark Huslig of Dodge 
City is now working at the 
hospital Tuesday and Friday 
afternoons as a physical 
therapist.

He has been a physical 
therapist at Orthopedic and 
Sports Medicine in Dodge 
City for a year. A graduate 
of Wichita State University, 
he received his bachelor of 
science in physical therapy.

Starting his part-time 
work here at the hospital a 
week ago wasn’t Huslig’s 
first time in Coldwater. The 
1981 Spearville High School 
graduate has been here be-
fore competing against CHS 
athletes in sports.

Huslig will not be work-
ing solo his two afternoons a 
week in Comanche County.

ElVera Unruh has recent-
ly completed a course in 
Greensburg and received 
certification as a physical 
therapist aide. The rest of 
the week, she will continue 
to wear the multiple hats 
of receptionist, purchasing 
agent, and coordinator of the 
lifeline program to be set up 
at the hospital.



pass protection and giving 
time for Huck to find the 
open receiver. He added 
that Huck did a good job of 
extending plays and scram-
bling to keep the play alive.

Huck completed 12-of-17 
passes for 179 yards with 
two touchdowns.

“We did a pretty good 
job of sustaining drives,” 
Westrup said. “We didn’t 
turn the ball over. We only 
punted the one time.”

And despite some mis-
takes, he said, the boys did 
a good job of not letting 
mistakes get to them, but 
correcting things and mov-
ing on.

On offense, Huck led the 
team in rushing with 93 
yards on 13 carries and four 
touchdowns and Coda Lind-
say added 88 yards rushing 
on four carries with two 
touchdowns. Lindsay also 
caught a 17-yard touchdown 
pass.

Parker Price led the team 
in receiving with 67 yards 
on six receptions and a 
touchdown. Jett Petty added 
two catches for 46 yards.

On defense, Jack Willems 
led the Timberwolves with 
eight tackles and a sack, 
Colt Yoder and Lindsay 
each had seven tackles and 
Wiley York and Price each 
had five.

Westrup said that the 
Buffaloes did a good job of 
bringing defensive pres-
sure on pass plays and he 
thought the Timberwolves 
did well in handling that. He 
added that Jones did a good 
job of extending plays.

“He would scram-
ble around – on the two 
touchdowns they had, he’d 
scramble around and keep 
the play alive,” Westrup 
said. “And our defensive 
back would come up to stop 
the run and he’d just dump 
it open over us.”

The Timberwolves (1-0) 
will host Reno County this 
Friday. The Sabres are a ho-

meschool team based out of 
Hutchinson. They lost their 
opener to Axtell 74-44.

“You don’t see many 
teams lose and score (44) 
points,” Westrup said. 
“They can score a lot of 
points and we’re going to 
have to be very disciplined 
on defense. We’re going to 
have to do our job, do our 
assignment.

“They like to throw the 
ball and we’re just going 
to have to keep the wide 
receivers in front of us. You 
know, stay on our man, 
get in our zones, don’t be 
distracted with other things 
that are going behind or 
around us.”

On defense, Westrup said, 
the Sabres bring a lot of 
pressure, but he believes the 
Timberwolves can throw the 
ball against them.

“We’re going to have to 
get on our blocks and stay 
on there, but we’re just 
going to have to play very 
disciplined on defense,” he 
said.
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Help Wanted
Help wanted - PreK Para. If interested please call Matt Jellison at 620-622-4545.

Bar-Six Manufacturing, Inc. is hiring a welder. No experience is required. Must be 18 years 
old or older, have reliable transportation and the ability to lift 50-plus pounds. Need the ability to 
work in a shop environment (heat, noise, dust) and a willingness to learn welding and fabrication 
skills. Need the ability to use basic hand tools. Need a good work eithic and dependable at-
tendance. Apply in person at US-160, in Protection. For more information, call (620) 622-4456.

Lane Myers in Protection is now hiring machine operators and laborers. Competitive starting 
pay with opportunity for pay increases after probationary period.  5 hours overtime every week 
with paid holidays. Benefits include medical and dental insurance, PTO, retirement plan and life 
insurance. Call Doug at 620-622-4310 if interested.

Comanche County Road and Bridge is looking for heavy equipment operators and laborers. 
Pay starts at $14, with the possibility of higher pay with experience. If you have questions, 
please call AJ at (620) 582-5222. 

Applications are available at the Road and Bridge Office, 401 S. Philadelphia, Coldwater, or 
at the County Clerk’s office in Courthouse at 201 S. New York Ave., Coldwater. 51tfnc

ASHLAND HIGH SCHOOL AND SOUTH CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL are now seeking appli-
cations for an assistant softball coach. Please contact Tyler Bates, South Central High School 
at (620) 582-2181.

SOUTH CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL is seeking a boy’s middle school basketball coach for 
the 2026-27 season. Please contact Matt Jellison at (620) 622-4545.

ON-FARM TIRE REPAIR – Call Kropf Oil Company in Coldwater. 620-582-2391. 1tfnc
Now that summer is over, Pioneer Lodge is looking for some C.N.A.’s. Consider joining our 

team as a FT, PT or Relief employee. Wages vary for each category, and FT employees are 
eligible for a $2500 bonus. Stop by for an application or Call Chuck at 620-582-2123 for more 
information.

Wanted: Paraprofessional at South Central Elementary and Middle School in Protection. If 
interested fill out an application at www.scksec.com or call Matt Jellison at (620) 622-4545.

Part-Time Help Wanted: Comanche County Communications has a part-time position 
available. Applicants must be able to pass a rigorous background check, have no felonies, 
possess a valid driver’s license, and have reliable transportation. Starting pay is $14 per 
hour. There are no set hours for this position, and it requires night, weekend and holiday shift 
work. Applications received 6 months prior to this notice must be resubmitted. Applications 
are available at Comanche County Sheriff’s Office or call (620) 582-2511 to request a mailed 
application.

CLASSIFIEDS
To place your classified or make changes 

please call Stephanie at 620.532.3151

COLDWATER WEATHER
By Greg Vanderree

WHEAT
PRICES

Alliance Ag & Grain
Coldwater - 620.582.2251
Protection - 620.622.4619

September 2 - $7.49
September 3 - $7.30
September 4 - $7.17

September 5 - CLOSED
September 6 - CLOSED 
September 7 - CLOSED

September 8 - $7.17

SEPTEMBER 2
High 101 / Low 74 / Precip - None

SEPTEMBER 3
High 101 / Low 74 / Precip - None

SEPTEMBER 4
High 102 / Low 71 / Precip - None

SEPTEMBER 5
High 100 / Low 73 / Precip - None

SEPTEMBER 6
High 101 / Low 73 / Precip - None

SEPTEMBER 7
High 98 / Low 74 / Precip - None

SEPTEMBER 8
High 100 / Low 74 / Precip - None

FOOTBALL
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NEWS?
Send your news

tips to:
jasonjump@

thestarpress.news
or call us at

620.532.3151

ORGANIZATION REPORT
Mother’s Advancement Club of Protec-

tion traveled to Ashland for lunch at Cups 
and Mugs Restaurant on Thursday, Sept. 3.  

Five members gathered to celebrate the 
anniversary of our 65th year! Only three of 
the original group are still members. Ruth 
Bratcher, as one of those, was hostess for 
the meeting. Other charter members are 
Melvina Harvey and Marlene Woolfolk. 

A garland of colorful leaves and sunflow-
ers centered the table. Sunflower napkins 
and  treats of  cookies, decorated with MAC 
and leaves or pumpkins on each, were at 
each place setting.  

After enjoying the meal, the group 
congregated at Ruth’s country home for 
relaxing and visiting.   

Ruth Ann gave the treasurer’s report and 
dues were collected. We examined our little 

year folders that Jan Maki faithfully makes 
for us each year.   

The roll call was to be a gab session of 
the “woes and wonders” of growing old! 
There were many of those, with the woes 
probably winning out! But there are also 
many blessings of being retired, enjoying 
the freedom of sleeping in, eating whenever 
the need is felt,  the blessing of good health, 
family, and particularly grand kids, and now 

on to the greats! 
It was good to be together again, after the 

long hot summer, all exclaiming in leaving: 
“Pray for rain and cooler temperatures!”    

Those who were able to be present were: 
Melvina Harvey, Ruth Ann Jellison, Pat 
Toneges, Karen Jarnagin, and Ruth Bratch-
er. Missed were Charlotte Filson, Marlene 
Woolfolk, and Jan Maki. 

– Ruth Bratcher

Mother’s Advancement Club Celebrates 65th Anniversary With Trip to Ashland

wasn’t much up and down. 
We just kind of played 
solid, and so that’s a big 
key to us.

“And, you know, we talk 
about playing with energy 
a lot throughout the season 
and practice, and that’s go-
ing to carry over, so we’ve 
been working a lot on that.”

One of the things that 
Snyder said she has talked 
to the girls about is hitting. 
The Lady Timberwolves 
graduated some good 
hitters, so it’s been a matter 
of the girls now at the hitter 
positions learning how to 
attack the ball.

As for the back row, 
though, Snyder said that 
remains a strong area, even 
as they have one player out 
with an injury and another 
currently out but is set to 
return soon.

“We’re pretty solid back 
there,” Snyder said. “We 
have probably the best back 
row we’ve had for a few 
years where we have every 

position’s always got a 
good passer back there.”

One player who is key to 
the team this year is senior 
setter Piper Price. Snyder 
said she has been a great 
leader for the team and can 
get to the ball about any-
where on the court.

“She’s quick – she’s got 
good hands,” Snyder said. 
“She reads what the other 
team is, you know, where 
the holes are at, and she can 
send that ball over pretty 
well.”

Senior Ellie Murphy has 
moved to outside hitter and 
Snyder said she has earned 
that spot, along with show-
ing good leadership.

“She’s swinging well and 
so we’re just building from 
there,” the head coach said.

Senior Remi Martin is 
a defensive specialist who 
missed last season with a 
hip injury. Snyder said she 
just came back to practice 
but she had to keep her out 
for a little bit. However, the 
head coach said she hopes 
Martin won’t miss too 
much time.

“But she’s another good 
player too that just adds 
to that back row for us,” 
Snyder said.

She said that she talks a 
lot about bringing energy 
to every drill, but it’s not 
always consistent.

“We’re at the same level 
talking all the time,” Snyder 
said. “Sometimes it’s me 
doing all the talking, and 
so I’m after them about, 
you know, you guys have 
to bring that energy, you 
know, and we talk about 
that.

“That’s something they 
can control – the energy, the 
work ethic, but, you know, 
just getting out there and 
just doing that. So we’re try-
ing to fix that in practice so 
that in game time we’re just 
used to playing that way.”

The Lady Timberwolves 
then swept a triangular at 
Ashland Tuesday, beating 
the host team 25-20-, 25-
14, and Spearville 25-15, 
25-15. 

South Central (5-4) will 
next prepare for the Hugot-
on tournament on Saturday.

BOB MORRIS / The Star-Press

South Central head volleyball coach Cindy Snyder talks with her players during a break in the 
action last week at an Attica triangular. SCHS picked up wins over Attica and Belle Plaine.

VOLLEYBALL
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as it was appropriated, and it 
was not.”

Rep. Kyle Hoffman 
(R-Coldwater) said the Leg-
islature included in bill form 
an expectation that KDADS 
would shrink the I/DD 
waiting list to 4,800 in fiscal 
year 2024-2025 and to 4,000 
in fiscal year 2025-2026. 
The waiting list has grown 
to 5,357, officials said. The 
state provides financial 
support to 9,800 people with 

developmental and intellec-
tual disabilities.

Hoffman said KDADS 
Secretary Laura Howard 
shouldn’t have interpreted 
past conversations with 
House and Senate commit-
tees about reappropriating 
the $24 million as formal 
permission to do so. He said 
KDADS’ decisions conflict-
ed with language in House 
Bill 2513, which was passed 
by the Legislature and 
signed by the governor.

“It kind of feels like 
that you’re saying. ‘Well, 

the law says I have to do 
this, but we don’t have the 
money so we’re not going 
to do that,'” Hoffman said. 
“There’s a big difference 
in having a discussion in a 
budget committee that this 
is what we’d like this money 
to go towards, than … what 
the actual bill said. To me, 
you’re misappropriating 
what (House Bill) 2513 
says.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Read 
the full story on the fund 
assertion online at kansasre-
flector.com.

HOFFMAN
• From Page 1
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