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Fire Call: Grass Clippings Spark Flames

City Passes RNR Notice But Hopes Not to Exceed It

Trash Truck Fire USI Services 
Talks Insurance 

With County

County: We 
Don’t Want to 
Exceed RNR

The Kingman Fire Department responded to a call about a Waste Connections trash truck that caught fire late Wednes-
day afternoon, July 8, on North Main Street near Walker Avenue. Kingman Fire Chief Shae Brooks said that some grass 
clippings slipped between the trash bin and the cab of the truck, went into the exhaust and ignited. She said a member 
of the fire department was working nearby and called it in, but the trash truck driver got his fire extinguisher and put out 
the flames. Brooks said the fire department inspected the truck, which was later towed from the scene.

The Kingman City Commission 
Thursday approved sending out a 
notice to possibly exceed the reve-
nue neutral rate, though City Man-
ager Dan Knoell told the commis-
sion he was working to ensure the 
city didn’t exceed it.

The commissioners voted 4-0, 
with Mayor Tracy Winsor absent, 
to potentially exceed the revenue 
neutral rate with a ceiling of 70.073 
for the mill levy, along with setting 

a date of Sept. 10 for the public 
hearing on the revenue neutral rate 
and the budget.

The city’s revenue neutral rate for 
2027 is 66.581, meaning that is the 
mill levy that would generate the 
same amount of budgeted revenue 
for the city set in its 2026 budget.

Knoell told the city commis-
sioners that “the goal, obviously, is 
still, because the goal will always 
be to hit the R&R, and that still is 
my goal.” However, he said he was 
trying to get confirmation about 
when the bond rolls over for the 

stormwater culvert project.
Knoell said he was supposed to 

get that information before Thurs-
day’s meeting but didn’t get a 
phone call in time. He said his as-
sumption is the bond rolls over in 
2028, but if that’s not the case and 
it’s due in 2027, the city needs to 
make sure there’s room within the 
budget to fund that.

The first payment will be 
$68,000 and, because the city will 
generate a little more than $26,000 
from each mill, Knoell set a ceiling 
of 70.073, which would generate a 

little less than $91,000 more than 
the 2026 budgeted revenues. That 
would also give the city a little 
wiggle room in the budget.

“I’m just asking for a buffer just 
in case, which if we end up not 
exceeding the RNR, the hearing 
doesn’t have to happen,” Kno-
ell said. “This is just warning the 
county that we are potentially go-
ing to exceed the RNR.”

Entities must notify the county 
clerk by July 20 of the intent to 
possibly exceed the revenue neu-
tral rate.

Following the motion that City 
Commissioner Jon Wollen made, 
Wollen made an additional com-
ment that he would always vote 
against staying within the RNR be-
cause “there are always contingen-
cies and unknowns.”

In a related manager during his 
city manager’s report, Knoell told 
the commissioners that three dif-
ferent versions of the 2027 budget 
have been sent to the budget com-
mittee members. Once those are 
reviewed, the city commission will 
know where things stand.

The Kingman County 
Commission is expected 
to make a decision at next 
Monday’s meeting about 
whether or not to exceed 
the revenue neutral rate, but 
during budget discussions at 
this past Monday’s meeting, 
the commissioners indicated 
they would want to not ex-
ceed it.

“I’ve already pretty much 
decided I want to hold it 
come hell or high water,” 
said County Commission 
Chairwoman Julie Lyon.

While Lyon said it might 
take some “drastic mea-
sures” to hold the line, she 
said she would not want to 
set the mill levy above the 
revenue neutral rate for the 
county of 59.752.

County Commissioner 
Jack Thimesch said he didn’t 
want to exceed the RNR ei-
ther. He said if the county 
commissioners didn’t hold 
the line now, then how would 
that impact future commis-
sion decisions, because the 
result would be the county 
generating more revenue 
than the year before.

An entity’s revenue neu-
tral rate is based on the 
amount of revenue raised in 
a previous year. That means, 
if an entity exceeds the RNR 
in a given year, that entity in-
tends to raise more revenue 
than the year prior, which in 
turn affects the RNR in fu-
ture years.

County Commissioner Jeff 
Young said he would prefer 
not to but would like more 
explanation from County 
Financial Officer LaDawn 
Stegman about the mechan-
ics of how the pay matrix 
works and how that impacts 
the budget.

The deadline for the coun-
ty, as with all entities, to de-
cide on whether or not to ex-
ceed the revenue neutral rate 
is this Monday.

Jen Elliott, Sally Tatro and 
Haley Gross of USI Services 
met with the Kingman Coun-
ty Commission Monday to 
discuss proposals for health, 
dental and vision insurance.

If the county stayed with 
Crumdale, its current insur-
ance provider, the county 
would be looking at an 11 
percent increase. Crumdale 
is part of the Aetna network.

However, the commis-
sioners learned about anoth-
er option to go with a pro-
vider called Marfay, which 
is part of the Cigna network. 
Gross noted that Marfay 
came in with a “firm quote” 
but it was competitive with 
Crumdale and would be a 
slight decrease over current 
rates.

Gross explained that the 
coverage would be basically 
the same if the county made 
the switch to Marfay, but 
USI Services could double 
check to ensure the same 
providers that county em-
ployees visit are part of the 
coverage network.

They also presented two 
options from Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield, which differed 
in terms of the deductible, 
and a plan from Allied Na-
tional.

Elliot said that, regard-
less of what plan the county 
chose for health insurance, 
the maximum increase the 
county would be looking at 
would be 12 percent.

Tatro reviewed options for 
dental insurance, for which 
USI Services had quotes 
from current provider Blue 
Cross Blue Shield and from 
Delta Dental. She noted that 
Delta had a higher lifetime 
maximum for dental im-
plants and a program that 
covered children 12 and un-
der at 100 percent of treat-
ment with no deductible, 
with the exception of ortho-
dontics.

The Kingman City Commission 
Thursday approved buying back land 
it previously sold to an individual 
who wanted to build there, but has 
since changed plans.

The commissioners voted 3-1, with 
Vice Mayor Travis Kaufman voting 
“no,” to buy back the land for $47,500. 
Kaufman voted against the motion be-
cause he didn’t believe the city needed 
to “do land ownership.”

Mayor Tracy Winsor was absent 
from Thursday’s meeting.

The city originally entered a con-
tract with Eck Fabrication back in Au-
gust of 2023 to sell city-owned land in 
the industrial park on the north end of 
the city.  That company had intended 
to build a new facility there.

At the time the city entered into that 
contract, it had a right of first refusal 
clause. That gave the city the option 
to buy back the property if plans for 
Eck Fabrication changed, or to de-
cline and allow the company to sell 
the property.

Knoell said the $47,500 cost to buy 
back the property would be the same 
amount that the city sold the property 
for in 2023.

At the time the city sold the land, 
there had been discussion about locat-
ing houses there.

City Commissioner Mark Arens-
dorf, who made the motion to approve 
buying the land back, noted that it 
wasn’t much money.

Kaufman asked what the city was 
going to do with the land, to which 
Arensdorf said the city would have 
control of what goes there.

“So why not let somebody else buy 
it?” Kaufman asked. “That’s what I’m 
weighing in my head, is why are we 
in the land business in the city?”

Arensdorf said that the land is in an 
area that, if anything is done with the 
land, that person is probably going to 
come to the city asking for help, so 
the city could purchase it back and 
sell it at a lower cost as the incentive 
for a developer.

City Manager Dan Knoell noted 
that, whenever the U.S. 54/400 by-
pass goes in, the city will “want to 
find a way to grow north anyway.” 
And because the city already owns 
54 acres adjacent to the property, this 
land purchase would add to that and 
give the city opportunity to offer more 
land to developers.

City Agrees to Buy Back Land It Previously Sold
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LEGAL NOTICE

AVAILABLE

CHIROPRACTORS

PHARMACIST

PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS

KINGMAN DRUG
211 North Main, Kingman

Pharmacists on call 24 hours
Days - Store Ph. 532-5113

Emergency After Hours Call
Merlin McFarland

620-532-3855

HEARTLAND 
VETERNARY

SERVICES, INC

SWANEY
VETERINARY CLINIC
1015 E Hwy 54 / (620) 532-5544
After Hours Call (620) 532-1568
8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. M, T, Th & F

8 a.m. - 1 p.m. W, 8 a.m. - Noon Saturday
Stacie Swaney DVM

Small Animal Exclusive

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

KINGMAN CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC 
Dr. Rudy Sasina

108 N. Main, Kingman / 532-BACK

WALKER FAMILY DENTAL
401 N. Main, Kingman

Phone: 532-2831

DR. SETH THIBAULT &
DR. ANDREW PIESTER
104 Ave. C West, Kingman

Phone: 532-3154

VEACH CHIROPRACTIC 
Dr. Bruce Veach

125 West A Ave. / 532-1111
Hrs: M, T, W & F / 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

DENTISTS

OPTOMETRISTS

VETERINARIANS

FOR CHANGES OR ADDITIONS CALL (620) 532-3151 OR EMAIL SJUMP@KCNONLINE.COM

There is space available 
for your business.

There is space 
available for your 

business.
Call 620.532.3151

Rise Chiropractic
Dr. Jessica Gault

(620) 491 - 2418 / 303 N. Main
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IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT OF KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:
EUGENE A. HENNING, Deceased.	

CASE NO. KM-2025-PR-53
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE OF HEARING 
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS 

CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on July 6, 2026, a Petition 

was filed in this Court by Rhonda Mattal, duly appoin-
ted, qualified and acting Executrix of the Estate of Eu-
gene A. Henning, deceased, praying Petitioner’s acts 
be approved; account be settled and allowed; the heirs 
be determined; the Will be construed and the Estate 
be assigned to the persons entitled thereto; the Court 
find the allowances requested for attorneys’ fees and 

expenses are reasonable and should be allowed; the 
costs be determined and ordered paid; the administra-
tion of the Estate be closed; upon the filing of receipts 
the Petitioner be finally discharged as the Executrix of 
the Estate of Eugene A. Henning, deceased, and the 
Petitioner be released from further liability.

You are required to file your written defenses there-
to on or before August 4, 2026, at 10:00 o'clock a.m. 
in the District Court, Kingman, Kingman County, Kan-
sas, at which time and place the cause will be heard.  
Should you fail therein, judgment and decree will be 
entered in due course upon the Petition.

Rhonda Mattal, Executrix
Matthew W. Ricke, #20995
ATTORNEY AT LAW, LLC
349 North Main, P. O. Box 113
Kingman, KS 67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Petitioner

MARJEAN A. FORD
Marjean A. Ford, 82, died July 9, 2026.
She was born  Sept. 26, 1943, at Nashville, the daughter 

of Herman and Alfreda Miller Youngers. A lifetime resident 
of the Kingman community, 
she was a homemaker and 
care-giver.

Marjean was a member 
of the St. Patrick Catholic 
Church and was a Kingman 
High School graduate.

She married Jack Ford in 
1979; he died in 2007. Sur-
vivors include brothers Ron 
(MaryAnn), Al (Mary), and 
Chuck; sisters Marietta Hix-
son (Barry), Rita Kinsler 

(Ron), Peggy Boroughs (Ben); step-daughters Kathy Bro-
niecki, Kara Phillips, and Kelly Baker; seven grandchild-
ren; seven great-grandchildren and numerous nieces and 
nephews. She was also preceded in death by her brother 
Dave.

A parish rosary and Mass of Christian Burial were held 
Tuesday, July 14, both at the St. Patrick Catholic Church, 
Kingman. Family interment will be at a later date.

Memorials may be made with the St. Patrick Grade School 
or St. Croix Hospice and both in care of Livingston Funeral 
Home, 1830 N. Main, Kingman KS 67068.

Small and Large Animals • Medicine • Surgery • Dentistry
2800 N. 247th St. West • Andale, KS • (316) 444-2377

633 N. Marquette • Kingman, KS • (620) 532-3472

Chad Hommertzheim, DVM  |  Elizabeth Allinger, DVM

Shannon Davis, DVM  |  Tyler Pauly, DVM  |  Kim Falcon, DVM

The commissioners have 
reviewed several proposals 
regarding the pay matrix 
and how to work in a raise 
for county employees, while 
staying within the budget 
and not having to exceed the 
RNR.

Stegman said she went 
over the pay matrix with 
Lyon last week and came up 
with a proposal to shift the 
county’s policy. Currently, 
a pay grade is defined as a 
three percent increase while 
a step on the matrix means 
a two percent increase. The 
proposal Stegman reviewed 
would put both at two per-
cent. Stegman noted that, 
based on that proposal, the 

benefits line went down a 
little bit.

Overtime also took up 
much of the discussion at 
Monday’s meeting. Stegman 
said the county commission-
ers need to decide how to 
account for overtime in the 
budget and what they want 
to budget.

She said, in her discus-
sions with Lyon, that Lyon’s 
preference would be to have 
overtime charged to the de-
partment that the employee 
falls under.

Thimesch said he would 
like departments to do a 
better job of accounting for 
overtime. He said he would 
like to see specific documen-
tation about what exactly 
took place when an employ-
ee worked overtime hours.

“I’m not opposed to any-
body having some over-
time,” Thimesch said. “As 
long as you can explain it 
and by explaining it in here, 
you’re explaining it to the 
taxpayers why this is hap-
pening. Documentation, 
that’s what I want.”

He said one concern he 
had with information he re-
ceived was from the sheriff’s 
office, in which the commis-
sioners received information 
about calls but not specifical-
ly who went out on a call.

After discussion, the com-
missioners indicated they 
would like Stegman to work 
with Lyon’s proposal for the 
upper tier of salaries, then 
get some reports on overtime 
to get a better idea about 
what should be budgeted.

The county commission-
ers also discussed the coun-
ty’s share toward Kingman 
EMS and what the city is 
seeking in the 2027 EMS 
budget. Thimesch said he 
spoke with City Manager 
Dan Knoell, who indicat-
ed that EMS wanted to buy 
some new equipment.

But Thimesch said he vis-
ited with a city commission-
er who mentioned that there 
might be refurbished equip-
ment that can be purchased 
to save some money.

Thimesch said he would 
prefer to stick with the EMS 
budget for 2026 for another 
year, then see where things 
are at. If something did 
come up, he said, the city 
could visit with the county 
about it.

As for dependents, Tatro said, Del-
ta would cover them up to age 19, but 
Blue Cross would cover them up to age 
21.

She noted that the Delta plan is a 
national plan while Blue Cross is spe-
cific to Kansas. Tatro said that Delta is 
a plan that people could get the same 
benefits if they got dental work out of 
state, though there may not be a lot of 
situations in which that would happen.

The three also reviewed options for 
long-term care and said they would get 
more information to the county about 
how those benefits work. Tatro noted 

that these plans are “portable,” mean-
ing an employee would still have the 
coverage if he or she retired.

As for vision insurance, the county’s 
current plan would remain unchanged 
as far as costs go.

County Treasurer Jamie Smith, who 
was present for the discussion, said that 
she believed that changing anything 
would be “a nightmare for employees,” 
as some employees were still having 
trouble getting services covered. She 
said she was one of those people but 
didn’t want to go into specifics. 

“I know people that have had things 
approved, and then they’ve gotten bills 
later, and vice versa, so they’re just not 
going to the doctor,” Smith said.

Elliot acknowledged that there can 
be some issues when an entity changes 
providers. But she said that Smith and 
all employees were welcome to reach 
out to USI Benefits to discuss any con-
cerns and they will make sure things 
are addressed.

The county also discussed the well-
ness plan that USI Benefits offered to 
employees. The commissioners noted 
that it’s been helpful for employees to 
know about their health and what they 
might need to address, such as their 
cholesterol levels or when it may be 
time for a colonoscopy.

The county commissioners didn’t 
take any action on specific plans and 
will continue to review options.

The Kingman County Commission 
Monday approved a resolution estab-
lishing a fire district to cover Spivey 
and the townships that city’s fire de-
partment served.

However, the fire district won’t for-
mally take effect until Jan. 1. County 
Counselor Brandon Ritcha explained 
that July 1 is the deadline to have such 
districts take effect.

The county last month approved a res-
olution that proposed the establishment 
of the district to cover Spivey and four 
townships, upon which a public hearing 
was scheduled. The public hearing took 
place at Monday’s meeting.

The district is to be referred to as 
“Rural Fire District No. 1” and would 
include Spivey and the townships of 
Richland, Chikaskia, Valley and Bel-
mont.

But Ritcha said that the county could 
move forward with operating as though 
the district were in effect, find a way 
to fund it and begin the steps for what 
will happen once the district does take 
effect.

In response to questions from people 
in attendance for Monday’s public hear-
ing, Ritcha said that a board that would 
oversee the district couldn’t officially 
take duties until after Jan. 1. However, 
he said, there was no reason that the 
board couldn’t be put into place, with 
the members ready to start Jan. 2.

During discussion, the indication 
was that a three-member board would 
oversee the district.

County Commission Chairwoman 
Julie Lyon said, from what she under-
stood, everybody was on board with 
the idea of the fire district, with the 
only issue is that what was agreed upon 
wouldn’t take effect immediately.

The resolution the commissioners 

passed last month states that the county 
commissioners would govern the dis-
trict pending further action.

In other business, the county com-
missioners approved a proclamation 
declaring an emergency for townships 
that received road damage during the 
recent heavy rainstorms, which would 
make them eligible to receive federal 
disaster funds.

Most of the damage the townships re-
ceived was to roads because of flooding.

Also at Monday’s meeting, the com-
missioners heard an update from Pub-
lic Works Director Charlie Arensdorf 
about the closure of a bridge on SE 
100th Avenue, about one-fourth of a 
mile south of Murdock.

Arensdorf said that the bridge had to 
be closed because the deck settled on 
a portion of the bridge last Wednesday, 
making the bridge unusable for traffic. 
A portion of SE 100th Avenue has been 
closed as a result.

County OKs Fire District, Which Will Take Effect Jan. 1

A portion of SE 100th Avenue was closed last Wednesday, July 8 after issues with a bridge located about one-fourth of a mile 
south of Murdock. A portion of the bridge deck settled and made it unusable for traffic.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR PUZZLE ANSWERS

Visiting Hours
By Bernie Sheahan
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AT THE GRILL WORD SEARCH
BACKYARD, BARBECUE, BURGER, CHAR-

COAL, CHICKEN, DELICIOUS, FLAME, FLAREUP, 
GRATE, HEAT, MARINADE, PROPANE, SAUSAG-
ES, SEAR, SEASONING, SIZZLE, SKEWERS, 
SMOKE, SPATULA, STEAK, SUMMER, TEM-
PERATURE, TONGS, VEGETABLES

Part 2 - After writing my last letter 
to the editor June 26 publication, I did 
more research on what exactly the state 
tourism site TravelKS.com has avail-
able, and I came across county tourism 
sites for Chase County.

It is excellent, complete with a mis-
sion statement, in my opinion! It could 
be a great asset to ask the Chase Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce how they 
built their website and what the po-
tential cost might be. It should be able 
to do something similar for our small 
county — maybe even a very part‑time 
city position. “Visit Kingman.com” is 

an open URL and a great tourism site 
name.

All you have to do is go to the state 
website, poke around the different 
counties, and find a visitor website 
or any thing your might want to visit 
across the state, it takes you to all the 
information and contact details. Some 
of the contacts are simple Gmail or Ya-
hoo accounts, nothing fancy. They also 
have an events section where things 
like the Pretty Prairie Rodeo are listed. 
You can search by date range.

Looking between July 16 and Sept. 
30, and lo and behold — not a single 

event showed up for Kingman Coun-
ty. No county fair, no rodeos, not even 
our fall fest at the end of September. 
I’m curious why we’re not using great 
tourism assets already in existence by 
the State, yet some want to spend hun-
dreds of thousands of tax dollars on a 
visitor center building. For the size of 
our county, we should be taking baby 
steps and not rush into a enormous ex-
pense when there are free and low cost 
options.

Trish DeDamos
Kingman Resident and Tourism ex-

pert

Fresh From the Hen House
By Ashley Burkhart Walter

It’s an odd feeling, having what 
you’ve worked so hard toward be over. 
The fair, the kids’ favorite time of the 
year, breezed by just as fast as it had 
come.

Really, the reality of it being over 
won’t fully sink in for another day or 
two, when life is actually put back to-
gether. Not everything went as the kids 
had hoped, but there was a good bal-
ance to it all. The things that didn’t go 
as planned didn’t get them down, they 
handled them well and accepted how 
everything turned out.

The kids bounced from judge to judge 
for static judging. Products from both 
their old and new hobbies were evaluat-
ed, with each judge offering advice and 
constructive critiques. My son had an 
array of woodworking and small engine 
projects judged by one person.

The kids can usually tell me tidbits 
from each judge, basically whatever 
sticks with them the most. What he told 
me after that judge was more of an ob-
servation. He said the judge told him he 
could tell he wasn’t one of the kids who 
goes inside and watches TV and that he 
was a unique kid. I have a feeling they 
had a great conversation, and my son 
took a lot away from it.

Judges like him make such an impres-
sion on kids, and how lucky they are to 
have experiences like that through 4-H. 
It’s not always the color of the ribbon 
you get; it’s the encouragement and 
what you take away from the judging to 
make next year’s project better.

My oldest not only had a good selec-
tion of static projects, but poultry and 
livestock as well. She could never pick 
an absolute favorite project, but poultry 
showmanship is pretty high on her list, 
along with market steer and photogra-
phy.

This year brought the opportunity 
for her to assist the younger ones with 
poultry showmanship, another wonder-
ful judge giving a 4-H’er the chance to 
build leadership. Not only was I proud 
of her own showmanship but watching 

her guide the younger ones was a re-
minder that 4-H is about so much more 
than competition. She was so kind and 
patient while guiding them. Those mo-
ments of older members pouring into 
the younger ones are what make a big-
ger impact than any ribbon ever could.

If you asked my youngest what her 
favorite part of fair week is, she would 
probably say the time with her friends, 
“friends” being toddlers, high schoolers, 
and adults alike. She’s a social butterfly 
during fair week and interacts with more 
people in just a few days than I do in a 
month.

She also loved showing a pig for the 
first time. Even though she didn’t en-
joy the entire project, the pigs were a 
tad destructive and pushy, she walked 
out of the arena with her “Karis Dad-
son” bun and said she thinks this is her 
thing, she’ll be doing it every year, and 
she’ll be working on her death stare for 
the judge next year. How is that for 4-H 
goals?

I love watching my kids do well, ev-
ery parent does, but I suppose what I 
love even more is watching my kids’ 
character. My oldest won her first buck-
le this year. She wouldn’t offer up that 
information unless you asked; she’s 
humble. She shook the judge’s hand 
while receiving that prized buckle. After 
leaving the ring, she stepped off to the 
side, opened the box, and showed me 
and her dad. After a quick picture, she 
walked away.

The next time I saw her, I glanced at 
her belt and noticed she hadn’t changed 
buckles; she still had her sentimental one 
on. She knew exactly what I was look-
ing at and simply said, “It was someone 
else’s loss.” That gorgeous buckle sat in 
its box all day. I love how quiet she was 
about her win. That’s a big thing for a 
teenager. Quiet and humble, I do believe 
she will make a big impact in life.

As we convert the house back from a 
fair disaster area to normal, put projects 
on shelves and walls, and find places for 
the ribbons, we’ll settle back into every-

day life. But I have no doubt the kids 
will smile when they think back on this 
fair week.

Chocolate Chip Sourdough Scones  
Dry Ingredients
2 cups + 2 teaspoons (250 g) all-pur-

pose flour
½ cup (100 g) granulated sugar
½ teaspoon (2.5 g) fine sea salt
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 stick (113 g) unsalted butter frozen 

or very cold
1 cup (180 g) semi-sweet chocolate 

chips
Wet Ingredients
½ cup (125 g) sourdough starter dis-

card
1 large egg
2 teaspoons (10 g) vanilla extract
2 tablespoons (30 g) heavy cream 

milk or half and half can be used
Topping
2 tablespoons (30 g) heavy cream 

milk or half and half can be used
3 tablespoons (45 g) sanding sugar 

coarse sugar
Instructions
 In a medium size mixing bowl, whisk 

the flour, sugar, salt and baking powder 
together. Use a cheese grater to grate 
the butter into the bowl. Toss the grat-
ed butter with the flour mixture with a 
fork to coat and separate the pieces of 
butter. Cut the flour into the butter using 
a pastry cutter or a bench scraper until 
the mixture comes together in pea size 
crumbs. Add the chocolate chips to the 
mixture and stir.

In a separate bowl, whisk the starter, 
egg, vanilla extract and heavy cream un-
til smooth. Pour into the dry ingredients 
and use a fork to gently mix. The dough 
will be crumbly, resist the urge to add 
more liquid.

Dump the dough onto a clean work 
surface and use your hands to press and 
shape the dough into an 8” disc shape. 
(Use a small amount of flour if needed 
to help it from sticking to the surface.)

I stayed beyond the sug-
gested 2 to 5 p.m. visiting 
hours, and no one kicked me 
out. Hospital, you’re wonder-
ing? Nope. Family reunion.

Wasn’t my family, exact-
ly. Sort of. Not immediate, 
but extended, and beloved. 
All seven kids of Rose Mary 
and Roman Kerschen, grand-
kids, great-grands, spous-
es, partners, 45 or so of just 
Kerschens celebrating the 
75th wedding anniversary 
of the oldest of Billy and 
Mabel Sheahan’s nine and 
the youngest of Michael and 
Anna Kerschen’s nine.  Also 
celebrating the... 74th and 
73rd (?) birthdays of Sheah-
an Cousins No. 1 and No. 2, 
Carol Marie Walle and Jan 
Johnson,  oldest of the 40 
Sheahan grandkids. 

“Bernie, maybe you should 
stop trying to name all the 
limbs, branches and twigs on 
your family tree, huh? People 
don’t have time for this.”

Is that what you’re think-
ing right now, because you 
want to know what I did at 
this party, and not who’s re-
lated to who and why, where 
and when?

Then you must not be re-
lated to me. Or live in my 
town, where everybody 

seems to be kin every which 
way. Folks over, let’s say, 50, 
do care. Under 50, or even 
60, not so much. I’m No. 8 
in the Sheahan cousin lineup. 
After No. 10, no one cares. 
Sure they do. They just won’t 
admit it.

So it’s after 5 p.m., all the 
non-Kerschens have disap-
peared except me. I’m parked 
on a swing, being quiet, and 
a tiny redhead interrupts my 
reverie. 

“Hey, will you help me? I 
need to move something.”

It was a corn hole thing, 
kid-size, and it was a godaw-
ful shade of blue and red with 
a picture of an ugly bird and 
the letters “KU”. First, she 
pointed at the ugly bird and 
the letters. “Say this. Rock, 
chalk, Jayhawk, Go KU.” I 
did, and tried not to choke or 
barf. 

“Rock, chalk, Jayhawk, 
Go KU.” 

“Do it again.” 
“Rock, chalk, Jayhawk, 

Go KU.” 
“Again!” 
“Rock, chalk, Jayhawk, 

Go KU.” 
She shot me an approving 

glance. “You’re gettin’ it.” 
If you’re not from these 

parts, you might not know 

what a violation that was, of 
everything I know to be holy 
and good. My dad went to 
Kansas State, but the Ker-
schens are so throughly Jay-
hawked and it was their cel-
ebration, so... I did it. I did 
the stupid cheer for Kansas 
University, in honor of Uncle 
Roman, baseball star cousin 
Kevin Kerschen, a southpaw 
who still holds records at 
KU, and the whole Jayhawk 
gang. 

Thank goodness we were 
far enough away that no-
body heard me. I’d never 
hear the end of it from those 
darn Kerschen cousins. I said 
it four times. That was all I 
could take.

No more, says I. Let’s 
sing a song! Cute (and rath-
er bossy) redhead plans our 
entrance and our announce-
ment, then we rehearse 
“Happy Birthday” on my 
pink Barbie guitar, me hold-
ing down left hand chords 
and she slapping her thumb 
down on the strings while 
sitting on my lap.

Then showtime. She de-
manded that all 45 of the 
Kerschen gang gather round, 
which they did, all but one 
who was in the shower. Little 
bossy redhead wasn’t having 

it. “Tell her to get out.” 
So we sang, she danced, 

and all were delighted. It was 
totally worth me staying past 
the 5 p.m. suggested depar-
ture time for non-Kerschen 
visitors.

What’s up with that? you 
ask. It was a full but never-
long-enough weekend that 
the 45 far-flung Kerschens 
had together, and the rest of 
us family and friends were 
cordially invited for a lovely 
afternoon, and were delight-
ed to see everyone.

All of us, related or not 
(mostly were), felt the love 
of a big family that was 
formed and fashioned by a 
girl from Willowdale and a 
boy from St. Leo, my Irish 
dad’s beloved big sister and 
her German husband. My 
dad used to say, “My sister 
and that Roman…they sure 
were different but they raised 
some of the best people I’ve 
ever known.” 

Me, too. Happy Anniver-
sary, dear aunt and uncle. 
Happy Birthday, dear No. 1 
and No. 2. Rock, chalk, Jay-
hawk.

I feel sick. Going to the 
hospital. Visiting hours be-
tween 2 and 5 p.m., but I 
won’t tell if you stay late.

See HOUSE / Page 10
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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SEE
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written instructions.

Some world records are about being the fastest or the strongest. 
But a lot of world records are pretty weird! Try these activities 
with your friends to see who can set the record! 

Work with a friend to make a long, twisty trail of dominoes. Then, tip the �rst one and watch 
them fall. Who can make the longest trail without accidentally knocking them down? (Want to 
beat the world record for the longest line of dominoes? You’ll need more than 15,524!)
At the end of each row, draw the domino that will continue the pattern.

Longest Domino Trail

“Aaaaaahhh...”

Book Balancing

How many coins can you stack into a single 
tall tower in 60 seconds? The world record is 
91 coins.

Tallest Tower of 
Stacked Coins

Trace this path without 
lifting your pencil or 
drawing back over any 
of your lines.

How long can you 
make a single 
chalk line? To 
break the record 
(1.528 miles), you 
can use more than 
one piece of chalk, 
but the line must 
not have any gaps.

Longest Chalk Line Without Stopping
Get a stopwatch. Which 
family member can say 
“ahhhhhhh” the longest 
without taking a breath?

This is a fun challenge to try with 
friends! Who can walk the longest 
distance while balancing two 
books on their head?

LOOK CAREFULLY: 
Can you �nd the two 
identical book covers?

Have friends look at this grid for 30 seconds. Cover it. 
Have them name all the items they can remember. 
Who can remember the most items?

Best Memory

ANSWER: They always peak!

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Spell grade-level words correctly.

Look through the 
newspaper ads. Imagine 

a silly holiday about 
something being 

advertised. How would 
people celebrate this 
silly holiday? Draw a 
poster for this holiday.

The Silliest 
Holiday

© 2026 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 42, No. 33

Study a newspaper ad for a restaurant. Pretend 
you are in charge of the menu for a restaurant 
just for giant tortoises. Create a name, a menu 
and a newspaper ad for this restaurant.
Standards Link: Language Arts: Write an opinion supported by facts.

Tortoise Diner

The noun memory means the 
part of your brain that stores 
what you see, hear and learn.

MEMORY

Try to use the word memory 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

I used my memory to learn 
the song for our talent show.

This week’s word:

Share with other kids the 
games you like to play 

outdoors during the summer.

Outdoor Fun

Standards Link: Language Arts: Write 
descriptively using supporting details.

My uncle set the world record 

for building the tallest 

______________. He won an 

____________  __________, 

and his story was published in 

our local newspaper.

The reporter asked him, “How 

many _______________ did 

you use? Did anyone help 

when you decided to ________ 

into your workshop?”

My uncle explained that he 

stacked _________________ 

on top of ________________. 

Carefully, he added a 

____________  __________.

The tower was higher than a 

___________, and a few 

______________ fell out of it. 

But he continued to ________ 

until it was finished.

Right after the photo was 

taken, everyone cheered, 

causing it to _____________ 

into a million pieces!

Ask a friend or family member to give you 
each type of missing word to �ll in the 
blanks. Read the silly story together!

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2026 n KINGMAN LEADER-COURIER n kcnonline.com
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KINGMAN COUNTY SHERIFF BLOTTER

KINGMAN CITY POLICE BLOTTER  By Police Chief David Lux
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Sunday, July 5
Traffic Stops	 2
Non-Injury Accident	 E Hwy 42 & SE 60 Ave, Rago
Animal Complaint	 SE 50 St & SE 100, Murdock
Agency Assist/Medical	 8000 Blk SW 100 Ave, Spivey
Check Welfare	 400 Blk S Wilmot, Cunningham
Miscellaneous	 900 Blk N Spruce St, Kingman
Suspicious Person	 9000 Blk W 42 Hwy, Nashville
Animal Complaint	 SE 110 St & SE 40 Ave, Rago
Miscellaneous	 400 Blk E Leiter, Cunningham

Monday, July 6
Miscellaneous	 120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Miscellaneous	 600 Blk S Morningside, Norwich
Traffic Complaint	 6000 W Hwy 54, Kingman
Miscellaneous	 120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Traffic Complaint	 4000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Traffic Complaint	 18000 Blk W H 54, Cunningham

Tuesday, July 7
Traffic Stops	 3
Civil Paper Service	 2
Follow Up	 16000 Blk SE 30 St, Cheney
Traffic Complaint	 6000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
Agency Assist/Medical	 400 Blk W Sunset Dr, Kingman
Court/Inmate	 130 N Spruce St, Kingman
Check Welfare	 14000 Blk SE 10 St, Cheney
Warrant Service	 120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Agency Assist/KHP	 14000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney

Miscellaneous	 2300 Blk NE 168 Ave, Cheney
Disturbance	 200 Blk E F Ave, Kingman
Miscellaneous	 120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Suspicious Vehicle	 4200 Blk SW 160, Cunningham
Accidental 911 Dial	 1900 Blk SW 20 Ave, Kingman
Agency Assist/KMPD	 400 Blk E D Ave, Kingman
Animal Complaint	 1700 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman

Wednesday, July 8
Animal Complaint	 200 Blk E Grover, Spivey
Follow Up	 13000 Blk SE 20 St, Murdock
Miscellaneous	 120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Accidental 911 Dial	 7500 Blk SW 18- St, Harper
Follow Up	 13000 Blk SE 20 St, Murdock
Agency Assist/KMPD	 1400 Blk N Main St, Kingman
Disabled Vehicle	 W Hwy 54 & NW 20, Kingman
Fire/Truck	 W Walker & N Main, Kingman
Miscellaneous	 120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Animal Complaint	 2500 Blk N Hwy 14, Murdock
Follow Up	 SE 40 St & SE 100, Murdock
Miscellaneous	 5600 Blk NE 20 Ave, Kingman
Accidental 911 Dial	 4200 Blk SE 80 ave, Murdock
Animal Complaint	 4700 Blk S Berry Ave, Kingman
Check Welfare	 16000 Blk NE 50 St, Cheney
Animal Complaint	 1600 Blk S Main St, Kingman
Agency Assist/KMPD	 700 Blk W A Ave, Kingman
Agency Assist/Medical	 500 Blk W G Ave, Kingman

Thursday, July 9

Traffic Stops	 2	
Civil Paper Service	 4	
Injury Accident	 NW 10 & N Hwy 11, Kingman
Court/Inmates	 130 N Spruce St, Kingman
Miscellaneous	 13000 Blk SE 20 St, Murdock
Miscellaneous	 120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Transport Inmate	 120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Fraud	 6500 Blk SE 150 Ave, Norwich
Miscellaneous	 400 Blk S Chariton St, Kingman
Follow Up	 SE 60 St & SE 100, Murdock
Theft	 500 Blk N Cedar St, Kingman
Warrant/Arrest	 400 Blk N Joliet St, Kingman

Friday, July 10
Civil Paper Service	 4
Abandoned Vehicle	 SE 60 St & SE 160 Ave, Norwich
Transport/Inmate	 120 N Spruce St, Kingman
Trespassing	 2200 Blk SE 100 St, Kingman
Miscellaneous	 13000 Blk SE 20 St, Murdock
Suspicious Person/Activity300 Blk S Somerset St, Norwich
Traffic Complaint	 7000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman

Saturday, July 11
Trespassing	 200 Blk E Gover Ave, Spivey
Motorist Assist	 E Hwy 42 & SE 110, Norwich
Animal Complaint	 E Hwy 54 & NE 20, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident	 12000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney
Disturbance	 Norwich City Park, Norwich
Injury Accident	 13000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney

Sunday, July 5
Traffic Stops	 2
Traffic Complaint	 1
Civil Standby	 900 Blk N Spruce St.
Animal Complaint	 300 Blk W C Ave.
Fireworks	 400 Blk E Washington Ave.
Fireworks	 1300 Blk N Spruce St.
Fireworks	 1000 Blk N Coronado St.
	
Monday, July 6
Traffic Stops	 1
Traffic Complaint	 1
Suspicious Activity	 1200 Blk N Broadway St.
Fireworks	 200 Blk E F Ave.

Tuesday, July 7
Traffic Stops	 1
Traffic Complaints	 2
Civil Matter	 2100 Blk N Koch Industrial
Medical Emergency	 400 Blk W Sunset Dr.
Trespass	 500 Blk N Main St.

Disturbance	 200 Blk E F Ave.
Suspicious Activity	 700 Blk N Elm St.
Harassment	 300 Blk E A Ave.
Disturbance 	 400 Blk E D Ave.

Wednesday, July 8
Traffic Complaint	 2
Found Property	 100 Blk N Spruce St.
Found Property	 1100 Blk E US 54 Hwy.
Medical Emergency	 500 Blk W G Ave.
Fire	 2400 Blk N Main St.
Animal Complaint	 200 Blk E H Ave.
Suspicious Activity	 700 Blk W A Ave.
911 Hang-Up	 1100 N Coronado St.
Disturbance	 1400 Blk N Main St.
Theft	 100 Blk W A Ave.
Theft	 800 Blk E E Ave.

Thursday, July 9
Traffic Stops	 1
Traffic Complaint	 1

Lockout	 300 Blk E D Ave.
Medical Emergency	 400 Blk S Chariton St.
Violating Protective Order	 200 Blk W B Ave.
Theft	 500 Blk N Cedar St.

Friday, July 10
Traffic Complaint	 3
Juvenile Matter	 1
Medical Emergency	 200 Blk N Sunflower Dr.
Check Welfare	 200 Blk E A Ave.
Animal Complaint	 300 Blk E Third Ave.
Animal Complaint	 600 Blk N Cedar St.
Suspicious Person	 300 Blk E Washington Ave.

Saturday, July 11
Traffic Stops	 1
Traffic Complaint	 1
Juvenile Matter	 1
Assist Outside Agency	 US 54 Hwy MM 178
Civil Matter	 900 Blk N Spruce St.
Trespass	 300 Blk W C Ave.

KINGMAN COUNTY DISTRICT COURT

KINGMAN COUNTY JAIL BOOKINGS

Judge Roseanna Mathis
Thursday, July 16
2026: State of Kansas vs. Jennifer 

Annette Landreth, first appearance.
2026: State of Kansas vs. Amber D. 

Freilinger, first appearance.
2026: State of Kansas vs. Rebecca L. 

Reid, first appearance.
2026: State of Kansas vs. Craig M. 

Wise, bench trial.
2026: State of Kansas vs. Antonio F. 

Sweetwater, hearing.
2026: State of Kansas vs. Casey Jor-

dan Williams, first appearance.
2026: State of Kansas vs. Craig M. 

Wise, first appearance.
2026: State of Kansas vs. Alisha Ma-

ree Hemken, hearing.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Craig M. 
Wise, bench trial.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Gabriel 
Salvador Heredia Alegria, hearing.

2025: State of Kansas vs. James Paul 
Sowter, hearing.

2025: State of Kansas vs. James Paul 
Sowter, hearing.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Devin Mi-
chael Miller, sentencing.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Jason Keith 
Stewart, hearing.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Savannah 
Jean McElwain, hearing.

2026: State of Kansas vs. James Paul 
Sowter, hearing.

2026: State of Kansas vs. James Paul 
Sowter, hearing.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Cammie 
Jewellann Martin, first appearance.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Adan Edu-
ardo Rivas Aguilar, hearing.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Emilee 
Elizabeth McComb, diversion.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Levi James 
Coykendall, first appearance.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Shamarian 
Dequan Carter, first appearance.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Geovanni 
Gonzalez Garcia, first appearance.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Trey Alex-
ander King, first appearance.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Hugo De-
mesio Rojas-Jacquez, first appearance.

2026: State of Kansas vs. Raquel 
Munoz, hearing.

July 7: Nathan Ellis 
Young, 58, DUI, $500 bond.

July 7: Joseph Louis 
Keeling, 32, driving with 
suspended license, $500 OR 
bond.

July 9: Lorenzo Chavira 
Jr., 34, housed for Kiowa 
County.

July 9: Carl Patrick 
Cromer, 48, failure to ap-
pear, picked up by Sedgwick 
County Sheriff’s deputies.

July 10: Stanley Kent Ter-
wort II, 51, driving with sus-
pended license, no proof of 
insurance, no vehicle regis-
tration or expired tag, habit-

ual traffic offender, $9,000 
bond.

July 11: Jessica Lynn Mei-
er, 41, DUI and transporting 
open container, $1,000 bond.

July 11: Cole Weston 
More, 43, driving with sus-
pended license and no proof 
of insurance, $3,500 bond.

July 12: Angela Nicole 
Hughes, 44, DUI, $500 
bond.

July 12: D’Angelo Este-
ban Martinez, 21, disorderly 
conduct, $500 bond.

July 13: Jaqualyn Dean-
dre Amiere Massey, 25, war-
rant arrest.

June 21: The Kingman County Sheriff’s Department 
investigated a one-vehicle crash in which Michael Allen 
Justice, 70, of Norwich was riding a 2026 Gazelle electric 
bicycle eastbound on East Burns Avenue when, just west of 
North Robbins Road, his bicycle struck a pile of mud, which 
pushed him into the curb and he went over the handlebars 
and into the ditch. Justice was transported by Norwich EMS 
to a Wichita hospital with possible injuries.

June 25: The Kingman County Sheriff’s Department in-
vestigated a one-vehicle crash in which Arlene Willbanks, 
29, of Zenda was driving a 2007 Dodge R15 southbound on 
Kansas Highway 14 when, about one-third of a mile north 
of SE 50th Street, her vehicle went off the right side of the 
roadway into the west ditch, hit a culvert and damaged two 
reflective marker posts, then went airborne and landed on 
the road, rolled several times and came to rest in the east 
ditch. Willbanks was taken by Kingman EMS to the hospital 
with possible injuries. Passenger Bo Silas Drake, 2, was not 
injured.

July 2: The Kingman County Sheriff’s Department inves-
tigated a one-vehicle crash in which Mara Kate Reida, 46, of 
Clearwater was driving a 2015 Ford Escape northbound on 
Kansas Highway 2 when, just west of SE 150th Avenue, she 
struck a deer that came from the south side of the roadway. 
Reida was not injured.

July 3: The Kingman County Sheriff’s Department inves-
tigated a one-vehicle crash in which Skylar Madisin Thorn-
bro, 25, of Marion was driving a 2015 Chevy Malibu east-
bound on East Fifth Avenue in Norwich when, just east of 
Parkway Street, she lost control and her vehicle went off the 
road and hit a tree. Thornbro was taken by Norwich EMS 
to Via Christi St. Theresa hospital in Wichita with possible 
injuries.

July 4: The Kingman County Sheriff’s Department in-
vestigated a one-vehicle crash in which Rose Marie Neises, 
65, of Rose Hill was driving a 2014 Buick Regal eastbound 
on SE 60th Street when, about one-fourth of a mile east of 
SE 80th Avenue, she struck a deer that came from the north 
ditch. Neises was not injured.

July 5: The Kingman County Sheriff’s Department in-
vestigated a one-vehicle crash in which Cainin Dean Joseph 
Hower, 19, of Kingman was driving a 2017 Ford Fusion 
westbound on Kansas Highway 42 when, about two-tenths 
of a mile west of SE 60th Avenue, he struck a deer that came 
from the north side of the road. Hower was not injured.

LEGAL NOTICE

(First published in the Kingman Leader-Courier on 
Thursday, July 2, 2026) 3t

IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT OF KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:
SANDRA K. CUTLER, Deceased.	
CASE NO. KM-2026-PR-18
Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CON-

CERNED:
You are hereby notified that on June 29, 2026, a Pe-

tition for Issuance of Letters of Administration was filed 
in this Court by Mike Cutler.

All creditors of the decedent are notified to exhibit 
their demands against the Estate within the latter of 
four months from the date of first publication of notice 
under K.S.A. 59-2236 and amendments thereto, or if 
the identity of the creditor is known or reasonably as-
certainable, 30 days after actual notice was given as 
provided by law, and if their demands are not thus ex-
hibited, they shall be forever barred.

Mike Cutler, Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke
Ricke & Ritcha Law Office
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
Attorney for Petitioner
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Nearly 50 Kids Participate in 2026 Junior Golf Program
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The Kingman junior golf 
program drew 47 partici-
pants of all ages, from kin-
dergarten to high school, 
which event organizer Becky 
Pickett said was great to see.

“We try to avoid all other 
camps when we are schedul-
ing golf camp, and I think we 
were successful this year,” 
Pickett said. “The interest 
in the game has also grown 
teemendously. Many kids 
are starting at a very young 
age which gives them a great 
foundation.

“We also had a large num-
ber of middle school aged 
golfers and I am excited to 
see them stick with it and 
join their high school team 
in the future.”

She said that 15 of the 
campers were new to the 
sport and every new golfer 
said they loved it and would 
like to come back next year 
and continue playing.

“That is huge for the fu-
ture golf teams in Kingman,” 
Pickett said. “The more kids 
we can get interested in the 
game at a young age, the 
stronger our teams will be 
in the future. As kids stay 
interested in the game, it 

helps support the course and 
the golfing community as a 
whole in Kingman.

“Working with kids who 
have never tried golf before 
is a passion of mine. Get-
ting them started with a sol-
id foundation of skills will 
set them up for a successful 
golfing experience.”

As for the participants 
who have attended in pre-
vious, Pickett said she and 
KHS head golf coach Kyle 
Meireis — who helped Pick-
ett with the program — no-
ticed their improvements.

“That comes from them 
being more interested, play-
ing more often and getting 
stronger mentally and phys-
ically,” she said. “It’s fun 
to watch how these young 
golfers grow their golf skills 
from year to year.”

The participants got to 
play a two-man scramble 
with adults on Tuesday. 
Those adults could be either 
parents, relatives or family 
friends. There were 40 golf-
ers who took part. Pickett 
said the course was full of 
eager golfers and they had 
fun.

“The junior golfers really 
look forward to showing off 
their skills for their family 
and friends,” she said. “The 

amount of support we have 
for this event grows every 
year. We can’t thank the par-
ents, family members, and 
friends enough for coming 
out to support these young 
golfers.”

Pickett said she appre-
ciated Meiries helping out 
with the camp, as the two 
have enjoyed working to-
gether with the youngsters 
each year. She also thanked 
Shawn and Christie Sny-

der and the greenskeeping 
staff at Eagles Pub and Golf 
Course for their help

“We also want to thank all 
the parents and family mem-
bers who work hard to get 
the kids to camp everyday 

as well as those playing in 
the scramble,” Pickett said. 
“It takes a strong communi-
ty to put on events like this 
and the golfing community 
of Kingman is very support-
ive.”

Becky Pickett, left, gives some pointers to two of the younger participants in the junior golf program, which took place at 
Eagles Pub and Golf Course last week. There were 47 participants in kindergarten through high school who participated in 
this year’s golf camp.

Participants in the junior golf program got to play on the course Friday, the final day of the camp. The golfers formed different groups based on age to conclude the five-day camp. On 
Tuesday, many of the golfers returned to the course to team with a parent, relative or family friend for a junior-adult scramble.

It’s hard to believe that summer 
break is halfway over and it won’t 
be long before fall sports practices 
get underway.

Of course, there’s been no short-
age of activities taking place per-
taining to high school sports. Foot-
ball, volleyball and basketball teams 
have spent the summer either with 
workouts, open gyms or summer 
leagues. Meanwhile, local coach-
es have been working with kids in 

golf, tennis and cross country, plus 
summer baseball and softball have 
either finished or are still ongoing.

People have asked me if the sum-
mer gives me a chance to relax. 
While that’s happened to an extent, 
there’s still plenty of news that’s 
happening and, with Jason and 
Stephanie having acquired multiple 
papers, there really isn’t much time 
to get away from it all.

I can only imagine what things 
are going to be like once the fall 
sports season gets underway. I will 
say that we do have some people 

who will help us out with coverage 
of events, though it still means there 
will be plenty of work to do.

I guess in a way I can relate to the 
high school athletes, in that it may 
be summer but that doesn’t mean 
lots of time to relax. Along with 
sports, students are busy with jobs, 
4-H, FBLA and other activities. It’s 
like they don’t get any more time to 
relax than those of us in the newspa-
per business do.

As for why I stick around in this 
job, it comes down to the fact that I 
enjoy writing, watching sports and 

talking to the coaches and athletes 
involved. If I didn’t enjoy this work, 
I wouldn’t be doing it.

I imagine it’s the same thing for 
our high school athletes. If they 
didn’t enjoy their activities, they 
wouldn’t be doing them — though 
maybe the same might not always 
be said about a job. (Believe me, I 
know about jobs I didn’t like.)

Regardless, I do hope that every 
high school student finds the time 
to get away from it all. As for me, 
I’m hoping to do that once the fair 
is out of the way, though I do have 

to ask the question about what I can 
afford to do with gas prices being 
what they are.

Still, once high school sports are 
back in full swing, I’ll look forward 
to seeing what our local athletes can 
do, as much as I imagine athletes 
look forward to to playing again.

Here’s wishing the best of luck 
to all Kingman County athletes as 
the fall sports season approaches. 
As for me, regardless of how much 
work is involved, nothing makes me 
happier than watching those ath-
letes enjoy success.

Fewer Sports Events Doesn’t Necessarily Mean More Time to Relax
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Chairwoman Lyon called the 
Board of County Commissioners 
meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. July 6, 
2026, in the County Commissioners 
room at the Kingman County Court-
house.

Julie Lyon, Chairwoman
Jack Thimesch, Commissioner 
Jeff Young, Commissioner
Carol Noblit, County Clerk
Brandon Ritcha, County Counsel-

or
Visitors: Dale Enyart; Bob Morris, 

Kingman Leader-Courier; Kristen 
Petz; Kaleb Howell; Clint Turner, 
Fair Board; Sara Dwyer, HR on Call

Online Visitors: DH; Caller 01; 
Caller 1; AS; Jamie Smith; B; B

Staff: LaDawn Stegman, Finan-
cial Officer; Charles Arensdorf, Pub-
lic Works Director.

Commissioner Thimesch gave the 
invocation.

Chairwoman Lyon asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

MOTION: Commissioner Thi-
mesch moved to approve the agenda. 
Commissioner Young seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
with a 3-0 vote.

Chairwoman Lyon asked for pub-
lic comments.

Dale Enyart told the Commission-
ers that the 4th of July festivities 
were good.

8:33 a.m. Amanda Stucky, Field 
Appraiser/Planning/Zoning Director 
was in with the following building 
permits:

1.	 Heather & Shane Gattis for 
a dwelling in Section 26, Township 
27, Range 08.

2.	 Mike Maloney for Cattle/
Equipment Storage in Section 15, 
Township 27, Range 08.

3. Timothy Lemon for a Dwelling 
in Section 3, Township 27, Range 
08.

Ms. Stucky presented resolution 
2026-R19, A Resolution changing 
the zoning district classification of 
certain property from Agriculture to 
Rural Residential.

MOTION: Commissioner Thi-
mesch moved to approve Resolu-
tion 2026-R19, A RESOLUTION 
CHANGING THE ZONING DIS-
TRICT CLASSIFICATION OF 
CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCAT-
ED IN THE UNINCORPORATED 
AREA OF KINGMAN COUNTY, 
KANSAS, UNDER THE AUTHOR-
ITY GRANTED BY THE ZONING 
REGULATIONS OF THE COUN-
TY AS ORIGINALLY APPROVED 
BY RESOLUTION  2007-38. Com-
missioner Young seconded the mo-
tion. The motion was approved with 
a 3-0 vote.

Carol Noblit, County Clerk sub-

mitted June 29, 2026, Commission 
meeting minutes for approval.

MOTION: Commissioner Thi-
mesch moved to approve June 29, 
2026, Commission meeting minutes 
with one correction. Commission-
er Young seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved with a 3-0 
vote.

8:45 a.m. Clint Turner, Fair Board 
Member was in with an update on 
the fair.

The Community Dinner is still 
scheduled to be inside the arena.

8:52 a.m. Kristen Petz and Kaleb 
Howell were in to discuss the RHID 
resolution.

Commissioners and Mr. Ritcha 
discussed what the next steps should 
be before approval of the RHID res-
olution.

Ms. Petz and Mr. Howell left the 
meeting at 9:08 a.m.

9:08 a.m. LaDawn Stegman, Fi-
nancial Officer was in to discuss 
budget requests not received yet.

Ms. Stegman discussed the King-
man EMS budget with the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners discussed town-
ship budgets process with Ms. Steg-
man.

Ms. Stegman reviewed budget 
numbers with County Commission-
ers and asked what they want to do 

with payroll and the stipends.
10:03 a.m. Sara Dwyer, HR on 

Call was in to discuss Human Re-
sources with the County Commis-
sioners.

Ms. Dwyer talked about all the 
services she could provide for King-
man County. 

MOTION: Commissioner Thi-
mesch moved to hire HR on Call to 
revise the Kingman County Hand-
book and the I-9 audit.  Commis-
sioner Young seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved with a 3-0 
vote.

Ms. Dwyer left the meeting at 
10:33 a.m.

10:35 a.m. Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director was in to dis-
cuss the Request for Proposals for 
filling the position of County Engi-
neer.

Mr. Arensdorf discussed with the 
Commissioners about having a pro-
bationary period within the contract 
of a County Engineer.

Mr. Arensdorf left the meeting at 
10:53 a.m.

Commissioners discussed the Flat 
Ridge 4 and Flat Ridge 5 Decom-
missioning Plans that were received 
to review.

Commissioners would like Mr. 
Ritcha to follow up with Stantec.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Com-

missioner Thimesch moved to go 
into executive session at 11:02 
a.m. with Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor to discuss an individu-
al employee’s evaluation pursuant 
to the exception under the Kansas 
Open Meetings Act for discussion 
of non-elected personnel matters of 
nonelected personnel in order to pro-
tect the privacy interests of the indi-
vidual to be discussed, and they will 
return to open session in the Board 
meeting room at 11:07 a.m.  Com-
missioner Young seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was approved with 
a 2-0 vote.

Commissioners returned to regu-
lar session at 11:07 a.m.

Ms. Noblit presented budget in-
formation from 2015 to 2027 that 
was received for the Commissioners 
to review.

Commissioners discussed the Fire 
District information that was re-
ceived about July 1st deadline.

Mr. Ritcha discussed the deadline 
for the Fire District and that there 
will be more to be done before the 
Fire District is established.

MOTION: Commissioner Thi-
mesch moved to adjourn the regular 
board meeting at 11:28 a.m. Com-
missioner Young seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was approved with 
a 3-0 vote.

PUZZLE ANSWERS

PUBLIC NOTICES
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LAND
• From Page 1

NORWICH CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
June 1 Meeting

BY BOB MORRIS
Managing Editor

NEWS
8

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? Contact Stephanie Jump at (620) 532-3151 or email sjump@kcnonline.com

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2026 n KINGMAN LEADER-COURIER n kcnonline.com

SCR 1611 Constitutional Amendment
A PROPOSITION to amend sections 5, 8 and 15 of article 3 of                                             
the constitution of the state of Kansas; relating to the supreme court; 
providing for direct election of justices; abolishing the supreme court 
nominating commission; permitting justices to make contributions 
to and hold office in a political party or organization and take part in 
political campaigns. 
     Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Kansas, 
two-thirds of the members elected (or appointed) and qualified to 
the Senate and two-thirds of the members elected (or appointed) and 
qualified to the House of Representatives  concurring therein:
     Section 1. The following proposition to amend the 
constitution of the state of Kansas shall be submitted to the qualified 
electors of the state for their approval or rejection: Sections 5, 8 and 
15 of article 3 of the constitution of the state of Kansas are hereby 
amended to read as follows:
     “§ 5. Selection of justices of the supreme court. The citizens of 
Kansas who are qualified electors shall elect the justices of the 
supreme court. The rules applicable for such elections and the 
designation of position numbers shall be provided by law. Justice 
positions 1, 2 and 3 shall be elected at the general election in 
November of 2028, justice positions 4 and 5 in November of 2030 and 
justice positions 6 and 7 in November of 2032, and every six years 
thereafter, respectively. Any vacancy occurring on the supreme court 
for an unexpired term shall be filled by election as provided by law. (a) Any vacancy occurring in the office of any  justice of the supreme 
court and any position to be open thereon as a result of enlargement 
of the court, or the retirement or failure of an incumbent to file his 
declaration of candidacy to succeed himself as hereinafter required, or 
failure of a justice to be elected to succeed himself, shall be filled by 
appointment by the governor of one of three persons possessing the  
qualifications of office who shall be nominated and whose names shall 
be submitted to the governor by the supreme court nominating com-
mission established as hereinafter provided. (b) In event of the failure 
of the governor to make the appointment within sixty days from the 
time the names of the nominees are submitted to him, the chief justice 
of the supreme court shall make the appointment from such nominees. 
(c) Each justice of the supreme court appointed pursuant to provisions 
of subsection (a) of this section shall hold office for an initial term 
ending on the second Monday in January following the first general 
election that occurs after the expiration of twelve months in office. 
Not less than sixty days prior to the holding of the general election 
next preceding the expiration of his term of office, any justice of the 
supreme court may file in the office of the secretary of state a 
declaration of candidacy for election to succeed himself. If a
declaration is not so filed, the position held by such justice shall be 
open from the expiration of his term of office. If such declaration is 
filed, his name shall be submitted at the next general election to the 
electors of the state on a separate judicial ballot, without party 
designation, reading substantially as follows:
     “Shall___________________________________________________

(Here insert name of justice.)
________________________________________________________

(Here insert the title of the court.)
     be retained in office?”
   If a majority of those voting on the question vote against
retaining him in office, the position or office which he holds
shall be open upon the expiration of his term of office; otherwise he 
shall, unless removed for cause, remain in office for the regular term 
of six years from the second Monday in January following such 
election. At the expiration of each term he shall, unless by law he is 
compelled to retire, be eligible for retention in office by election in the 
manner prescribed in this section. (d) A nonpartisan nominating com-
mission whose duty it shall be to nominate and submit to the governor 
the names of persons for appointment to fill vacancies in the office of 
any justice of the supreme court is hereby established, and shall be 
known as the “supreme court nominating commission.” Said 
commission shall be organized as hereinafter provided. (e) The 
supreme court nominating commission shall be composed as follows: 
One member, who shall be chairman, chosen from among their 
number by the members of the bar who are residents of and licensed 
in Kansas; one member from each congressional district chosen from 
among their number by the resident members of the bar in each such
district; and one member, who is not a lawyer, from each 
congressional district, appointed by the governor from among
the residents of each such district. (f) The terms of office, the 
procedure for selection and certification of the members of the 
commission and provision for their compensation or expenses shall be 
as provided by the legislature.  (g) No member of the supreme court 
nominating commission shall, while he is a member, hold any other
public office by appointment or any official position in a political par-
ty or for six months thereafter be eligible for nomination for the office 
of justice of the supreme court. The commission may act only by the 
concurrence of a majority of its members.”
     “§ 8. Prohibition of political activity by justices and
certain judges. No justice of the supreme court who is appointed or 
retained under the procedure of section 5 of this article, nor any judge 
of the district court holding office under a nonpartisan method 
authorized in subsection (a) of section 6 of this article shall directly 
or indirectly make any contribution to or hold any office in a political 
party or organization or take part in any political campaign, except
when such judge is a candidate for election to a position on an 
appellate court.”
     “§ 15. Removal of justices and judges. Justices of the supreme 
court may be removed from office by impeachment and conviction as 
prescribed in article 2 of this constitution. In addition to removal by 
impeachment and conviction, justices may be retired after appropriate 
hearing, upon certification to the governor, by the supreme court 
nominating commission that such justice is so incapacitated as to be
unable to perform adequately his duties. Other judges shall be subject 
to retirement for incapacity, and to discipline, suspension and removal 
for cause by the supreme court after appropriate hearing.”
Sec. 2. The following statement shall be printed on the ballot with
the amendment as a whole:
"Explanatory statement. This amendment gives the voters the right to 
elect the justices of the Kansas supreme court. The justices shall serve 
terms of six years, with the elections of justice positions 1, 2 and 3 to 
occur in 2028, positions 4 and 5 to occur in 2030 and positions 6 and 7 
to occur in 2032, and every six years thereafter. The rules applicable
for such elections and the designation of position numbers shall be 
provided by law. Any vacancy on the court for an unexpired term shall 
be filled at an election as provided by law.
"A vote for this proposition would give Kansas citizens the right to 
elect Kansas supreme court justices as provided by law. Justices will 
hold office for terms of six years. The Kansas supreme court 
nominating commission, whose membership consists of a majority of
lawyers, would be abolished.
"A vote against this proposition would continue the current system 
in which the Kansas supreme court nominating commission, whose 
membership consists of a majority of lawyers, provides the governor 
a list of three individuals to choose from for vacancies on the Kansas 
supreme court. Justices hold office for a term of six years and retain 
their offices if they win a retention election in which they do not face 
an opponent.
Sec. 3. This resolution, if approved by two-thirds of the members
elected (or appointed) and qualified to the Senate and two-thirds of the
members elected (or appointed) and qualified to the House of
Representatives, shall be entered on the journals, together with the 
yeas and nays. The secretary of state shall cause this resolution to be
published as provided by law and shall cause the proposed amendment
to be submitted to the electors of the state at a special election, which 
is hereby called on August 4, 2026, pursuant to section 1 of article 14 
of the constitution of the state of Kansas, to be held in conjunction 
with the primary election held on such date.

(First published in the Kingman Leader-Courier on 
Thursday, July 9, 2026) 3t

PUBLIC NOTICE

11 Years Ago
Kingman County Commis-

sioners revisited talks about 
building a new law enforce-
ment center; two previous 
votes on the subject of fund-
ing its construction failed 
to receive support to move 
forward with proposals. The 
USD 331 board of education 
voted to take over the King-
man County Learning Cen-
ter rather than continue an 
agreement with Educational 
Services and Staff Develop-
ment Association of Central 
Kansas. A lawsuit regard-
ing damage to downtown 
buildings caused by a roof 
collapse was dismissed after 
the Kingman County Com-
mission agreed to purchase 
the buildings for $1 each and 
demolish them. Sister Ro-
salia Govert, a member of 
the Dominican Order of the 
Sisters of Peace, was set to 
celebrate her 100th birthday. 
Danny Finder was named the 
new head coach of the King-
man Middle School football 
team. The Kingman fresh-
man volleyball eam won the 
silver bracket of the summer 
league tournament in Pratt. 
Rich Skelton, a PRCA world 
record holder in team roping, 
was among the competitors 
set to attend the 2015 Pretty 
Prairie Rodeo.

35 Years Ago
Joe Davies was named a 

Melvin Jones Fellow by Li-
ons International; past Dis-
trict Governor Byron Blue 
visited the Kingman Lions 
Club to present Davies with 
the award. D.L. Hawkins of 
Pretty Prairie was reunited 
with three of his friends in 
the U.S. Navy in 1946: Ken 
Foster, Bob Pierce and R.I. 
Trahan. City Mayor Bill 
Near announced voluntary 
watering restrictions, with 
residents with odd street 
numbers to restrict watering 
to odd-numbered days and 
those with even street num-
bers to water on even-num-
bered days and no water-
ing at all on Sundays. The 
Kingman High School Class 
of 1981 held its 10-year re-
union. Tim Helm and Amber 
Helm won their divisions at 
the Mariah Hills Junior Golf 
Tournament in Dodge City. 
Members of the Cunningham 
4-H Club were out on Main 
Street painting windows to 
remind residents about the 
upcoming Kingman Coun-
ty Fair. A total of 152 blood 
donors came to the American 
Red Cross Bloodmobile. Sar-
ah Goetz competed for the 
title of Miss Teen of Kansas 
in Salina. Rose Henning and 
Jennifer Watts repeated as 
champions of the Kingman 

Country Club ladies’ mem-
ber-guest tournament.

60 Years Ago
I.B. Williams of Houston 

signed a contract to purchase 
the bankrupt Bonanza Truck 
Stop in Kingman and await-
ed the bankruptcy court’s 
hearing in August to final-
ize the sale. Mr. and Mrs. 
Earl Borgelt returned from 
New York City, where they 
attended the International 
Convention of Lions Clubs. 
Paul Conrardy was elect-
ed the president of the USD 
332 Board of Education. Don 
Brittain, a former Kingman 
High School baseball stand-
out, threw a no-hitter against 
the Wichita Boosters as 
Rago advanced in the VFW 
softball tournament. Ger-
ald Hawkins and his family 
welcomed family members 
living in London, England, 
for a brief visit. Judy Gillen 
was one of 39 4-H members 
who attended a citizenship 
course in Washington D.C. 
Roy Atchison chatted with 
the Leader-Courier about 
the many years he contin-
ued running the Atchison Ice 
Cream Shop. Merle Reno 
of Cheney was appointed 
a member of the Kingman 
County Farmers Home Ad-
ministration Committee by 
state agency director Jackson 

George. U.S. Representative 
Bob Dole announced he was 
accepting applications from 
young men interested in en-
tering service academies in 
1967.

85 Years Ago
Jonas Graber, former 

Kingman hardware store 
owner, was appointed state 
director of the Federal Hous-
ing Administration. Claire 
Probst of Cunningham was 
named the new assistant in 
the county welfare office. 
Condemnation proceedings 
on five tracts of land along 
the half-mile stretch of the 
Missouri Pacific railway 
crossing west of Kingman on 
U.S. Highway 54 were filed 
in district court by the state 
highway commission. Tax 
levies for 1942 expenditures 
from the City of Kingman 
were revised downward by 
the city commission, result-
ing in a property tax decrease 
for residents. Invitations 
were sent out for teams to 
come to a softball tournament 
sponsored by the Kingman 
Chamber of Commerce; the 
tourney was to start July 30. 
Perry Hundley shot an eagle 
on Hole No. 1 at the city golf 
course. Pay Day Market ad-
vertised three pounds of ba-
nanas for 17 cents.

Mayor Mitch Hewitt called 
the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m.  Council members pres-
ent: Nathan Adams, June 
Hardaway, Eldon Headrick, 
Lanny Hower, and Steve 
VanGieson.  Employees pres-
ent: Chrissy Bartel, Chris 
Bartel, Muriel Boyce, Carol 
Poe, Tab Turner, and Monte 
Vavra.

Citizens present: Molly 
Wall and Lindsay Hardaway.

Upon the mayor’s recom-
mendation, and consensus of 
the council, of Steve VanGie-
son to fill the vacant council 
seat, Carol Poe performed the 
loyalty oath for Steve VanG-
ieson.

Molly Wall presented the 
Summer Fun schedule and 
street closure applications.  
June Hardaway moved to 
approve both street closure 
applications for July 10 & 
July 11 as presented.  Lanny 
Hower 2nd.  Motion carried 
5-0.  June Hardaway moved 
to approve the 2026 Sum-
mer Fun schedule of events.  
Nathan Adams 2nd.  Motion 
carried 5-0.

Lindsay Hardaway gave 
a tour of the upstairs 4-H/
fire room.  Ms. Hardaway 
reviewed the time and mon-
ey spent on the upgrade and 
asked the council if they 
would replace the windows 
and obtain a mini split/HVAC 
system.

Eldon Headrick moved to 
approve the consent agenda, 
including the May 4, 2026, 
regular meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s report through 
April 30, 2026, and warrants 
through May 31, 2026.  Lan-
ny Hower 2nd.  Motion car-
ried 5-0.

Nathan Adams made a mo-
tion to approve the special 
warrants for Ye Olde Gener-
al Store, which was second-
ed by Eldon Headrick.  The 
motion passed with a vote of 
4-0, while June Hardaway 
abstained from voting.

June Hardaway reviewed 
the swimming pool.

Nathan Adams discussed 
airport painting and getting 
bids for windows upstairs.

Lanny Hower stated the 
streets that were sealed look 

good.  Mr. Hower also men-
tioned the sidewalks on West-
view need to be removed be-
fore millings and the curb by 
telephone office needs fixed.  
The purchase of a backhoe 
was discussed.

Monte Vavra provided his 
public works report.  Mr. 
Vavra discussed problems 
with city truck, rezoning a 
property, and getting bids for 
pool painting.  He will also 
be ordering salt for the water 
plant next week.

Tab Turner gave an oral 
fire report.

Chrissy Bartel provid-
ed her EMS report.  After 
discussion, June Hardaway 
moved to approve having a 
travel voucher fundraiser.  
Nathan Adams 2nd.  Motion 
carried 5-0.  Ms. Bartel re-
quested spending memorial 
funds for an airway training 
manikin and a Verathon Gli-
descope totaling $5,114.38.  
Eldon Headrick moved to 
approve spending memorial 
funds as stated.  Nathan Ad-
ams 2nd.  Motion carried 5-0.

Carol Poe provided her 

admin/clerk report.  Ms. Poe 
stated the accounting soft-
ware is being upgraded and 
is working on the budget.  
She also gave an update on 
grants.

Muriel Boyce provided her 
treasurer report.

Chris Bartel provided his 
compliance hours.  A blanket 
ordinance to replace law en-
forcement with compliance 
officer or city personnel was 
discussed.

The mayor discussed the 
burn pile and the need to 
manage it.

Carol Poe stated no fire-
works licenses were request-
ed.

2027 budget was dis-
cussed.

June Hardaway passed 
out suggestions on updates 
to the personnel policy to be 
reviewed and discussed next 
month.

The next meeting will be 
July 6 at 7:00 p.m.

Eldon Headrick moved to 
adjourn the meeting at 9:02 
p.m., June Hardaway 2nd.  
Motion carried 5-0.

The land had been zoned 
for agriculture but Knoell 

said that the planning and 
zoning commission could 
determine how it should be 
zoned, with the city commis-
sion approving it.

In other business, the city 
commission voted to go 
with Wilson and Company 
as the engineering firm for 
the next phase of road work 

to be done on D Avenue east 
of Main Street. Wilson and 
Company has been the firm 
who did the engineering 
work on previous phases.

The USD 331 Board of Education 
Monday held the first reading of a poli-
cy regarding AI usage in the classroom, 
one that had been discussed earlier this 
year but had never been approved.

Per the policy, the framework for AI 
usage in the classroom includes a stop-
light model, which indicates when AI 
may or may not be utilized.

At red level, no AI may be used, such 
as for tests, quizzes and assessments. 
Yellow level refers to planning and 
brainstorming, for which AI may be 
used to organize thoughts or ideas but 
final work must be original.

At green level, AI may be used for 
collaboration with oversight, such as 
drafting content, then editing it after 
a critical review. Blue level allows 
for full AI use, such as with advanced 
projects, innovation challenges or any 
AI-powered research.

USD 331 Superintendent Kip Wilson 
said that teachers had requested some 
sort of structure and guidelines in how AI 
may be utilized. He said that kids should 
learn how to use it and it can be useful 
to measure how much they are learning.

Wilson said that the model gives stu-
dents and teachers an idea about when 
AI may be utilized and allows students 
to learn how AI works.

In response to board questions about 
whether or not there should be a stan-
dard for teachers when it came to a per-
centage mark of AI usage, Wilson said 
that he didn’t know if that would be 
spelled out in the policy but it’s some-
thing to look at. He added that it ties 
into other discussions about technology, 
such as balancing between classroom 
work with technology and without it.

Something else Wilson mentioned 
was the usage of GoGuardian by teach-
ers, which allows teachers to keep track 
of technology students use and restrict 
access to certain programs when they 

are using their Chromebooks.
The policy is expected to come back 

before the board at its August meeting 
for approval.

Also at Monday’s meeting, the board 
approved seeking bids to install a con-
crete path on the preschool playground 
and shade structures, for which estimat-
ed costs are $53,500.

USD 331 Assistant Superintendent 
Andy Albright told the board that the 
district had about $49,500 in grant 
money to go toward the project. King-
man Elementary School preschool 
teacher Morgan Clouse spoke with the 
board in May about her ideas and the 
grant funding she had secured.

Board member Errica Parsons, who 
made the motion to seek bids, noted that 
the district wouldn’t have much differ-
ence to make up between the estimate 
and the funding already secured.

To read the rest of the story about the 
USD 331 Board of Education meeting, 
visit kcnonline.com.

USD 331 Board of Education Reviews AI Policy
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REAL ESTATE

JAIL BOOKINGS
 
 
 

 

Land Title 
of Kingman, LLC 

 
 

 

347 N. Main 
Kingman, KS 67068 
662200--553322--55550000  
Fax 620-532-1863 

connie@landtitle-wichita.com 
  

TTiittllee  IInnssuurraannccee  
AAbbssttrraaccttss  
EEssccrroowwss  

"You don't own the ground until the title is sound" 

 
 
 

AARON 
PARSONS 
PAINTING 

Specializing In: 
 

Interior/Exterior Commercial  
   & Residential Painting 
Metal Roof Coating 
Oilfield Painting/ 
    Power Washing 
Sandblasting 

Home - 620.532.2823 
Cell - 620.532.6086 

 

1113 South High Street 
Kingman, KS 67068 

Aaron 
Parsons 

Owner/Operator 

 
 
 

The  
Lumber Yard 
Steakhouse 

Zenda, Kansas 
 

Ph: 620-243-6000 
 

OPEN 
 

Tuesday - Friday 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 

Thursday 5 - 9 p.m. 
 

Friday 5 - 11 p.m. 
 

Saturday 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. 

    
  

  

FOR A MINIMUM OF  
4 WEEKS ~ $20.25 THE 
FIRST TIME AND $15.75  

FROM THEN ON FOR A  
1 COL. X 2.75 INCH 

SPACE. FOR A  
2 COL. X 2.75 INCH 

SPACE YOU CAN  
ADVERTISE FOR  
ONLY $40.50  

THE FIRST TIME AND 
$31.50 FROM THEN ON.  

 

Dozer Service, Inc. 

 Dozers 
 Dozer Winching 
 Excavator 
 Road Grader 

 Dump Trucks 
 Belly Dumps 
 Site Preparation 
 Soil Conservation 

 Tom Theis, Operator - 620-532-4361 
 

Spivey Office - 620-532-3555 

  

1961 S. 391st St. W., 
Cheney, KS 67025 

HOURS:  
Mon.-Fri. 8-12 & 1-6 p.m.;  

Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
331166--554422--33440011  

After hours: 316-249-4809 
 www.cheneyanimalclinic.com 

Tony R. Birney, D.V.M. 

Providing Lg. & Sm. Animal 
 

     Veterinary  
     Services &  
     Products 

NISLY BROTHERS, INC. 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1956 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Now offering quality, personalized 

trash service to Penalosa, Nashville, 
Rago, Cunningham, Zenda, Spivey, 

Belmont, Cheney Lake area,  
and all of rural Kingman Co. 

 

—Residential carts to Commercial containers— 

CALL  
662-6561 

TODAY! 
 

5212 S. Herren, Rd., 
Hutchinson, KS 67501 

 

Kingman’s Full  
Service Body Shop 

 

Drive Careful ~ If You  
Don’t Come See Ray! 

 

25+ years experience.  
 

Ray Schonlau 
1640 East Hwy. 54 

Kingman, Kan. 
 

East of Kingman Salvage 
 

Ray’s Collision Center 
620-532-1138 
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~  Replacements 
~  New Installations 
~  Service 
~  Residential 
~  Light Commercial 
~  Electrical 
~  20+ yrs experience 

Joe’s Heating 
& Cooling 

 Joe Ziegler, owner 
620-532-4128 
532-3662 nite 

 

BARINGER 
SEWER & DRAIN 
Full Line of Sewer & 

Drain Services 
 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning ▪  Video 
Inspection ▪  Tree Root Intrusion 
Solution ▪  High Pressure Water  

Jetting ▪  Point Repairs/Clean Outs/

When things go 
brown we’re the 

best in town! 
“Like” us on Facebook 

KEITH BARINGER, Owner/Operator  
KINGMAN, KANSAS 

620-532-2922 

  
 
 

Merlin McFarland – Owner 
M-F 8 AM-6 PM, Sat. 8 AM-3 PM 

532-5113 
NIGHTS OR  
HOLIDAYS 
532-3855 

 

211 N. Main 
Kingman, Kan. 

Fast  • FREE • Delivery 
PHARMACIST  

ALWAYS ON DUTY 

 

“FREE PRESCRIPTION MAILING” 

KINGMAN 
DRUG STORE 

 

Hospital Convalescent -  
Equipment - Sales & Rentals 

H & H H & H   
PPLUMBINGLUMBING  CCOO..  

Service & Repair 
Sewer Line & 

 Drain Cleaning 
RRoonnaalldd  HHeeddggeeccoocckk  
620-955-7156 

P.O. Box 7 
Pretty Prairie, KS 67570 

Serving 
You Since 

1982 

HHoowwaarrdd  
GGaannttzz  

PPaaiinnttiinngg  

Satisfaction 
 Guaranteed 

 

* Painting - Interior & Exterior 
* Carpentry 
* Wood Refinishing 
* Wall Covering Installation 

662200--553322--22551177  
KKiinnggmmaann,,  KKSS  

5784 NE 10 St., Kingman, KS 
Phone: 620-532-4408 

www.championridgeinn.com 

The Inn is located 5 miles east of  
Kingman on old Hwy 54 an the 

 Dave & Nancy Stucky farmstead. 
 

Our farm…Your pleasure… 
cozy, clean, serene! 

Title Insurance 
Escrow ▪ Abstracts 

Security 1st Title 
221 North Main 

Kingman, KS  67068 
620.532.2011 

kingman@security1stks.com 
 

Lisa - Nicki - Lori - Tammi 
 

Generations Strong 

 

2515 E. 14th Avenue
Hutchinson, KS 67501

620.662.3616
800.536.3614

www.advancepest.com
Providing Commercial
& Residential Termite,

Rodent and Insect
Control Services

 Since 1985

Closed.

233 E. D. Ave
620-532-1883

Hours 

SUPPORT YOUR HOMETOWN!

OPEN
Hours:

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Tues.-Fri.
5-9 p.m. Thursday
5-11 p.m. Friday
11 a.m. - 11 p.m. 

Saturdays

KINGMAN AREA 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

SPACE IS AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS. 

CALL 620-532-3151 
TODAY.

620-491-2636
We’re Back!

ROOFING
&SPECIALTYCOATINGS

AP Roofing & Specialty Coatings
·

No comments yet
Be the first to comment.

September 8, 2022

Like Comment Share

Comment as Stephanie Jump

1

LOCAL 
BUSINESS SERVICES

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices,

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration,
Building Pads

~ SOIL EROSION MEASURES ~
LASER GUIDED MACHINE

GREG CONRARDY

Giefer Roofing
Residential & Commercial 

Workman’s Comp & Liability Insured
Free Estimates
620-532-1086

SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
620-532-3151

Available for sale - 1/4 or 1/2 of beef
Call for prices.

Govert Farms - 620-532-6460

HELP WANTED

102

142 N. Main St.

CLASSIFIEDS
9

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? Contact Stephanie Jump at (620) 532-3151 or email sjump@kcnonline.com
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HELP WANTED
Digital & Print Marketing Consultant - 

If you are seeking an opportunity to control and grow 
your income at your discretion, this is a career you 
should consider. Candidates should enjoy engaging 
with people and have a heart for helping local busi-

nesses grow and become more successful.
You will build long term customer relationships and 
trust by learningand using a proven consultant in-
terview process that can guarantee success. Grow 
your income by growing your business and earn 

what you deserve.
Candidate will solicit local and area businesses in 
the Derby/Wichita KS area for print and digital ad 
sales and create plans designed to bring qualified 

customers to those businesses.
Candidate will need good listening, organizational 
and communication skills. Candidate should have 
strong people and relationship skills and be driven 

to succeed.
Candidate will have access to multiple media op-
tions for customers including digital web products, 
social media, niche print products, special publica-
tions, lifestyle magazines, and more. There is some-

thing for everyone.
Starting income depends on experience and ability 
and will include a base salary and commission in-
centives. Earning potential is unlimited based on the 
candidate's overall ability to perform. Some benefits 
and paid vacation are available. Send your resume 
to jeff@derbyinformer.com.  Derby Informer Inc., 
Derby Media Resources, 219 E. Madison, Derby, 

KS 67037

VISUAL CONTENT & DESIGN SPECIALIST
M3 Publishing, LLC – a family-owned media group – is seek-

ing a dynamic and innovative Visual Content & Design Special-
ist to elevate our company’s visual storytelling across multiple 
platforms. This role is perfect for a creative professional pas-
sionate about crafting compelling digital and print visuals that 
resonate with audiences and businesses. As a key contributor 
to our marketing and branding initiatives, you will harness your 
expertise in graphic design, motion graphics, AI and web aes-
thetics to produce engaging content that drives brand recogni-
tion and engagement. Join us to transform ideas into captivat-

ing visual experiences that inspire and inform!
Responsibilities to include:

• Develop and execute visual concepts for digital campaigns, 
social media and websites ensuring alignment with brand iden-
tity and marketing goals both in-house and for our customers.

• Create high-quality graphic designs, illustrations, logos, 
and branding materials using tools like Adobe Creative Suite 

(Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign).
• Collaborate with cross-functional teams to ensure visual 

consistency across all channels while maintaining high stan-
dards of color management, typography, and visual hierarchy.

Skills needed to optimize success include:
• Strong proficiency in graphic design software including 

Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, and digital design tools 
on the cutting edge content creation.

• Ability to manage multiple projects simultaneously while ad-
hering to deadlines in a fast-paced environment.

• Detail oriented, able to maintain organized content and im-
age libraries.

• Excellent presentation skills with the ability to communicate 
creative concepts clearly to stakeholders.

This position could be full-time or part-time with some flexibil-
ity as to location and remote work possible.

For more information please email: Jason Jump at jason-
jump@kcnonline.com. M3 Publishing, LLC, 140 N. Main, King-

man, KS 67068.

(Published in the Kingman Leader-Courier, Thursday, 
July 16, 2026) 1t

Private Foundation Notice 
In accordance with Code Section 6104(d), the pub-

lic is advised the Annual Report for the period ending 
December 31, 2025 for the Chester and Sylvia Hartley 
Scholarship Trust is available at 239 E C Ave. King-
man, KS 67068 (620) 491-1760. During the business 
hours of 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. for 180 days of this publication. 

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
(Published in the Kingman Leader-Courier, Thursday, 
July 16, 2026) 1t 

On behalf of USD 331 Kingman-Norwich, DCS Ser-
vices is soliciting bids for playground work at Kingman 
Elementary School. Interested parties should contact 
DCS Services at 316-869-1008. We encourage partici-
pation by disadvantaged small and minority businesses 
and women’s business enterprises.

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in the Kingman Leader-Courier, Thursday, July 16, 2026) 
1t 



Help us 
keep 
local 
news 
local, 

subscribe 
today!

CARD SHOWER

SEND COMMUNITY ITEMS TO 
SJUMP@KCNONLINE.COM

SCKAA MEALS
Please call 620-553-7144 for meal reservations

Monday, July 20: Sau-
sage gravy and biscuits, 
scrambled eggs, o’brien po-
tatoes, mandarin oranges, 
milk

Tuesday, July 21: Beef 
stroganoff, green beans, 
apricots, breadstick, milk

Wednesday, July 22: 
Chicken taco salad, mexican 

rice, broccoli, preach crum-
ble, milk

Thursday, July 23: Ham 
salad sandwich, potato soup, 
marinated tomato salad, 
creamy fruit salad, milk

Friday, July 24: Beef tator 
tot casserole, carrots, maca-
roni salad (classic), banana 
pudding parfait, bread, milk

COMMUNITY
10

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? Contact Stephanie Jump at (620) 532-3151 or email sjump@kcnonline.com
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  Kingman County 
Commissioner   

District 1 Candidate

Bonnie KopperBonnie Kopper
Doughnuts and Coffee  

Committed to Listening to You!
Jeri's  Kitchen from 9 - 11 am  

Friday July 24 & 
Saturday August 1
Paid for by Bonnie Kopper

Help me wish Pauline Harbert a happy 95th birthday on 
7/28/26 requesting a card shower. 

Cards can be sent to 5071 SW 90th Ave.
Cunningham KS 67035.

Fashion Revue: Kingman Co. Fair Kicks Off in Style
The Kingman County and 4-H Fair activities kicked off in style with the public fashion show held at the Kingman High 
School auditorium on Sunday. 4-Hers county wide showed their projects off in the annual event. From L to R are: Kristyn 
McAndrew, Jocelyn Firth-Koerner, Ty Schultz, Anna Schomacker, Vaishu Kamesh, Ava Neywick, Jessica Dittmer, Brin 
Bergkamp and Breckin Bergkamp. 

PRESS RELEASE
WICHITA — More than 

2,250 students completed a 
total of 2,450 degrees and 
certificates at Wichita State 
University in spring 2026.

Undergraduate students 
who have attained a grade 
point average of 3.9 out of 
a possible 4.0 received the 
summa cum laude award; 
those with an average of 
3.55 received the magna cum 
laude award; and those with 
an average of 3.25 received 
the cum laude.

Graduates from Kingman 
County were:

Cunningham: Alice Huel-
skamp, Bachelor of Arts in 

Education, English-Lan-
guage Arts 6-12, Summa 
Cum Laude; Lisa Rector, 
Bachelor of Applied Sci-
ence, Org Leadership and 
Learning.

Kingman: Mackenzie 
Bell, Bachelor of Arts, Com-
municatn Sci and Disorders, 
Magna Cum Laude; Ama-
ra Garcia, Master of Social 
Work, Social Work; Laura 
Quezada, Graduate Certifi-
cate, Applied Behavior Anal-
ysis, Specialist in Education, 
School Psychology (BA to 
EdS); Coye Stucky, Bach-
elor of Arts in Education, 
ECU/Elementary Educ Ap-
prentice, Magna Cum Laude.

PRESS RELEASE
WICHITA — Kingman’s Brylee Prockish has graduat-

ed with a Master of Science Degree in Education from 
Newman University.

Graduates were honored during the university’s 109th 
commencement ceremony on Saturday, May 16 at Heart-
land Credit Union Arena in Park City.

PRESS RELEASE
WICHITA — Norwich’s Ian Miller was one of 470 under-

graduate students named to the 2026 spring Dean’s List at 
Newman University. 

To be named to the Dean’s List, students must complete 
at least 12 credit hours and achieve a grade point average of 
3.5 or higher.

PRESS RELEASE
WICHITA — Wichita State University has announced the 

names of more than 3,650 students who were on the WSU 
Dean's Honor Roll for spring 2026. 

To be included on the dean's honor roll, a student must be 
enrolled full time (at least 12 credit hours) and earn at least a 
3.5 grade point average on a 4.0 scale. 

Kingman County students named to the Dean’s Honor 
Roll were: 

Cunningham: Julia Hageman, Alice Huelskamp, Lexie 
Murphy

Kingman: Amanda Cousins, Ethan Smith
Norwich: Ashley Downs, Ashley Hilger, Teja Samuelson, 

Anna Teaney.

PRESS RELEASE
HAYS — Fort Hays State University recognized ap-

proximately 1,732 graduates during its spring commence-
ment ceremonies Friday and Saturday, May 15 and 16, at 
Gross Memorial Coliseum in Hays.

Graduates from Kingman County were:
Kingman: Victoria Sanders, Bachelor of Science in Ed-

ucation.
Norwich: Raina Bates, Bachelor of Science in Medical 

Diagnostic Imaging; Rhonda Doll, Bachelor of General 
Studies.

Multiple County Students Among 
WSU’s Spring 2026 Graduates

Nine Kingman County Students 
Announced on WSU Honor Roll

Three Kingman County Students 
Graduate From Fort Hays State

Prockish Receives Master’s Degree 
at Newman Graduation Ceremonies

PRESS RELEASE
HAYS — Fort Hays State 

University has named 1,996 
students to the Dean's Hon-
or Roll for the spring 2026 
semester.

The Dean's Honor Roll 
includes undergraduate stu-
dents only. To be eligible, 
students must have com-
pleted 12 or more credit 
hours and earned a mini-
mum grade-point average 
of 3.60 for the semester. 
Full-time on-campus and 

online students are eligible.
Kingman County stu-

dents named were:
Cunningham: Lane 

Halderson, William We-
gerer.

Kingman: Avrey Al-
bright, Claire Birkenbaugh, 
Ty Birkenbaugh, Tristen 
Davidson, Morgan Freund, 
Sophia Kaufman, BlyLynn 
Keimig, Annathea Mattal, 
Victoria Sanders, Bo Wat-
kins.

Rago: Amanda Sanders.

FHSU Names County Students to 
2026 Spring Semester Honor Roll

STEPHANIE JUMP / Leader-Courier

Ian Miller Named to Spring 2026 
Dean’s List at Newman University

Cut the dough into 8 
wedges using a bench scrap-
er or a large knife. Arrange 
the wedges onto a parch-
ment lined baking sheet 
with space in between each 
wedge. Place the baking 

sheet in the fridge to chill for 
30 minutes.

When ready to bake, 
preheat the oven to 400°F. 
Brush the top of the scones 
with heavy cream and sprin-
kle with sanding sugar. Bake 
for 20-25 minutes or until 
the scones are golden brown. 
Remove and serve warm.

Local news is not possible without local support.
We are thankful for our advertisers
who make this possible each week. 

HOUSE
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