
Attica art students recent-
ly participated in Fort Hays 
State University’ annual 
High School Art Exhibition. 

The nine students who 
entered earned 12 Outstand-
ing Art Awards. Celeste Mc-
Creery earned two awards 
and Jenna Swindle garnered 
three of the outstanding 
awards. Each of the other 
Attica art students received 
one outstanding award.

The following is a list of 
the outstanding art exhibit-
ed: Libby Swingle, Celeste 
McCreery, Emma Asper, 
Charlene Loesch, Chase 
Rogers, Baylee Ricke, Swin-
dle and Andrew Bennett.  

Other winners or hon-
orable mentions are as 
follows: first place Hill City 
with 17 awards; second 
place Wellington with 48 
awards; third place Brewster 
with three awards. Hon-
orable Mention Spearville 
with 40 awards and Norton 

with 36 awards. 
“The 49th event is proof 

that art is alive and well in 
Kansas and Colorado high 
schools,” Lauren Sargent, a 
member of the FHSU educa-
tion faculty said. “The areas 
art programs are continuing 
to produce fantastic artists 
and artwork. Congratula-
tions to all the students and 
teachers who attended our 
event.”

The event produced a 
record-breaking attendance 
this year with 70 schools 
and 1,200 students in atten-
dance.

Sargent said plans are 
currently underway for the 
50th year and the school is 
excited to announce some 
big developments soon. 

“It will be here before we 
know it,” she said. “We will 
have online registration as 
usual, so be looking for an-
other email invitation to reg-
ister in the coming months 
once our site is updated with 
current information and 
dates.”
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Attica’s Groovy Prom

CHERI RICKE / The Independent

Prom Arrival: Couples Show Up in Style
TOP: Attica High School senior CT Fahring sports a hairstyle that screams disco as he shows up for the 2024 prom with 
his date Lily Moore. BOTTOM: Makena Mans arrives in a horse-drawn carriage along with her date Kre Abbott on Saturday 
evening in front of the Attica Memorial Building. This year’s AHS prom them was Disco Nights.
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State: Drake Schmidt Takes TitleCommitted: Traffas to Washburn
Attica High School junior Chloe Traffas has ended her re-
cruiting campaign after recently committing to continuing her 
volleyball career at Washburn University, in Topeka. Traffas 
will not make it official until she signs her national letter of 
intent in November.

Attica High School senior Drake Schmidt recently repeated 
as the Kansas Eight-Man Football State Association State 
Powerlifting champion in the 123-pound division. Schmidt 
won two out of the three individual events (bench, squat) to 
take the overall title.

Attica Art Students Participate
in Fort Hays State Exhibition

Jenna Swindle, bottom left, Libby Swingle, bottom right, Ce-
leste McCreery, top left, and Charlene Loesch pose for a pho-
to during a recent trip to Fort Hays State University in Hays, 
where nine AHS students participated in an art exhibition.

USD 511

The final Harper Coun-
ty Transition to Careers 
speaker for the school 
year for Attica Public 
Schools and Chaparral 
was Chris Nelson.

Nelson is the IT pro-
gram instructor at Pratt 
Community College. 

He urged those in 
attendance to be watchful 
of where they used public 
wi-fi. He added that using 
public wi-fi does not en-
sure that it is safe as it can 
easily be hacked. 

Hackers create mali-
cious apps that can siphon 
personal information 
from a device when it is 
downloaded or uses many 
apps. 

Cybercriminals will 
also set up fake public 
wi-fi networks to lure 
and redirect people to 

malicious websites where 
they can steal personal 
information. 

According to Nelson, 
the Linux program is used 
daily 80 percent of the 
time in the Internet world. 
It is inexpensive for an 
individual to purchase a 
hacker computer. Linux is 
easy to install and works 
well on old and weak 
systems. It is easy to use 
a hacker computer to get 
into a person’s banking 
information.  

“The FBI says schools 
are the least protected 
from hackers,” Nelson 
said. 

One of the most com-
mon targets for a hacker 
is Chrome books. Chrome 
books are used for classes 
and are inexpensive. They 
also have less protection 
than some other types of 

Nelson Wraps Up Slate of 
Career Speakers for 23-24
BY CAROL JEAN MARTIN
Staff Writer

See HCT2C / Page 3
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HAVE COMMENTS, 
CONCERNS OR 
SUGGESTIONS? 

PLEASE EMAIL
JJUMP@ATTICAIDEPENDENT.COM

To make changes to your
professional directory

call Jason Jump at 
(620) 896-7311 

or email
jjump@atticaindependent.com.

Patterson Health Center 
485 N KS HWY 2

Anthony, KS 67003
620-914-1200

www.Pattersonhc.org 
24-7 Emergency Department

Inpatient Skilled Care 

CLINIC SERVICES
• Telehealth Visits and 

Traditional Office Visits
• Preventative Health Care 
• Annual Wellness Visits 

• Sports Physicals • Immunizations 
• Woman’s/Men’s Health 

• Pediatric care • Routine Check-up
• Chronic Disease Management

• COPD • Diabetes  • CHF
 • Stroke • Arthritis 

• Blood Pressure • Asthma
• Occupational Medicine
• DOT-Certified Exams

• Preemployment Physicals 
• Blood Alcohol Testing • EKGs
• Workers’ Comp Assessments
• Drug Screens  • Wound Care

• 3D Mammography
	
Outpatient Rehabilitation Services

• Cardiopulmonary Rehabilitation 
• Physical Therapy 

• Occupational Therapy
• Speech Therapy • Aquatic Therapy

• Counseling Services
(youth/adult/seniors) 

• Senior Adult Group Counseling 
Speciality Clinic Services

• Cardiology • Podiatry
• Hematology/Oncology
• OBGYN • Orthopedic

• General Surgery • Urology • MRI

Attica Rural Health Clinic
302 N Botkin St

Attica, KS
620-254-7272

Mondays 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Randy Ryan Tree Service
& Lawn Care

HONEST SERVICE & FAIR PRICES
• TREE TRIMMING
• STUMP REMOVAL 
• TREE REMOVAL

• DE-ICING
• LAWN CARE

• SNOW REMOVAL
• CHIMNEY SWEEP

(620) 842-2369
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

HOSPITALS

CLINICS

LAWN CARE

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

ATTICA SENIOR MEALS
May 6: Chicken ceaser salad, crackers, grape salad and 

milk.
May 7: Meatloaf, spinach salad, corn casserole, hot roll, 

Roadrunner bar and milk.
May 8: Chicken noodles, lettuce salad, green beans, 

biscuit and milk.
May 9: Beef tips, peas, apricots, bread, pudding and 

milk.
May 10:  Pork burger on bun, baked buns, fruit salad and 

milk.
Suggested donation is $4 per meal. Order by 1 p.m. the 

day before.

ROSALEA PHYLLIS HOSTETLER
Rosalea Phyllis Hostetler died March 8, 2024, at Patter-

son Health Center after a gradual decline in health. She was 
born Nov. 21, 1936 to Ura and Della (Balmer) Hostetler, 
the second youngest of six children. Rosalea grew up on the 
family farm five miles west of Harper. She took piano les-
sons from Mrs. Gill who lived nearby and learned to love 
music from growing up in the church. She attended school 
at Nebo and Crystal Springs grade schools and graduated 
from Attica High School with the class of 1954. Later she 
attended the University of Kansas graduating in 1965 with 
a BFA in Design.

Rosalea is survived by her brother Delmar, sister in laws, 
Alma, Bernice and Julie, several cousins, numerous nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents, 
brother in law and sister, Joe and Thelma Kauffman and 
brothers, Lester, Albert and Dewey. Per Rosalea's wishes 
no memorial service was held and her body was donated to 
KU Medical Center.  

Having lived in Los Angeles, New York City, Cincin-
nati and Kansas City, Rosalea had a cosmopolitan outlook 
that was not fully appreciated by her hometown. She wore 
many hats but was driven by her creativity, her yearning to 
preserve history and to make Harper a tourist town. These 
include activist, advocate, artist, author, collector, editor, 
event planner, friend, fundraiser, hotel proprietor, idealist, 
insurance sales, real estate broker, thrift store, historic pres-
ervation and visionary.

Rosalea purchased the 1883 Patterson House Hotel 
in 1968 for $1,500. It became known far and wide as a 
“hippie haven” although many people stayed there who 
were not actually hippies. She wrote a book to chronicle 
her experience with the hotel, “Bible Belt Oasis:  Rosalea's 
Hotel 1968 to 1978.” The City of Harper chose to demolish 
the hotel in 2015 because of deteriorating condition and a 
bunch of curious onlookers were standing around “whoop-
ing and hollering.” Rosalea was devastated but found the 
strength to carry on.

Rosalea was the invited guest of honor at a reception 
and book signing in New York City in recognition of her 
ingenuity and creativity. She secretly hid thousands of her 
miniature art pieces (one inch square) in various locations 
across the country. Some of them were discovered in the 
card catalog of the Los Angeles Public Library when they 
converted to a computerized system. Photographs of these 
miniature art pieces are featured in an exquisite book of art 
by David Bunn.

When movie producer Hugh Gross contacted Rosalea 
she referred him to Kingman for the filming of “After the 
Wizard,” a sequel to the 1939 classic, “The Wizard of 

Oz.” It turned out to be a huge success and a movie worth 
watching.  Dorothy and her dog, Toto, reportedly landed in 
Kingman and might still be found there if you know where 
to look.

Rosalea is perhaps best described as one-of-a-kind. She is 
different. She has a knack for doing things that most people 
never even think of doing. She innovated by making paper 
weavings with her loom. Over the years she had several in-
teresting interviews with Larry Hatteberg on KAKE-TV.  In 
1994, she started a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, The 
Balmer Fund, “to preserve the history, art and culture of the 
prairies for future generations.” She sent a treasure trove of 
archival material to Special Collections at Pittsburg State 
University which is sealed until one year after her death.

At one point she even ran for mayor because she didn’t 
like the way things were being done in Harper. It’s a safe 
bet that she would not have done things the same old, same 
old way. If she had won Harper would likely be a different 
city today.

In addition to all of the above Rosalea poured her heart 
and soul into producing and distributing a monthly pe-
riodical. “Prairie Connection,” a grassroots publication 
connecting small communities across South Central Kansas 
and Northern Oklahoma, making new friends along the 
way. There were many contributors with personal interest 
stories, poetry, recipes, events, humor, etc. and of course, 
Rosale herself always had something to say. She designed 
the cardboard news stand herself from a single piece of 
cardboard folded multiple times. She worked tirelessly and 
this endeavor was the equivalent of working a full-time 
job without any pay. As age and health took a toll “Prairie 
Connection” was downsized to only a few pages issued 
quarterly.

Thanks to Rosalea, The Balmer Fund still owns four ad-
joining historic buildings on Main Street, two of which date 
back to the original townsite of Harper. Rosalea succeeded 
in getting one of these buildings listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places, the 1881 I.P. Campbell Building, 
aka Anchor Oyster Parlor, with the help of Richard Krabill, 
Architect, and his assistant, Dan Rouser. The other original 
building was the first bank to be built in early Harper.

Rosalea’s work will not cease. The Balmer Fund board 
hopes to continue Rosalea's legacy of historic preservation 
by restoring the two original buildings to usefulness and 
making repairs to the interior and to the facade and display-
ing some type of signage in her memory. 

Those interested in helping to perpetuate Rosalea's 
mission in this way can mail memorial contributions to the 
following address: The Balmer Fund, PO Box 404, Harper, 
KS 67058.

PRESS RELEASE
The Harper County Conservation District hosted Earth Day 

at the Anthony Lake recently for third-grade classes from 
Attica, Anthony and Harper.  

The day was filled with nature fun, conservation lessons, 
and hands on educational experiences. 

The seven conservation-minded stations included water 
quality presented lakeside by Ronald Graber, a watershed 
specialist from K-State Extension. Keith Murrow, KDWP 
biologist presented skulls and pelts of Kansas. Bird watching, 
with Bonny Giesen, had one group very excited to see a blue 
herring. 

Harold Waldschmidt was on site to give the Buzz About 
Bees, which is always a crowd favorite with a taste of honey. 
Composting, with Mike Aldritt, got a few squeals when the 
worms came out. 

Mockingbird Farms helped the students to create seed 
bombs and launchers to take home, and Brandon O’Riley 
and Chris Hoskinson, from NRCS, presented the Streambank 
trailer.  

 National Honor Society students from both Attica and 
Chaparral were on hand to lead groups back and forth from 
one presenter to the next, or help out at an individual station. 
Nature bingo was a popular game to play as students passed 
from one location to the next. 

The day finished with the NHS high school students quiz-
zing the kids over what they had learned throughout the day.

Harper County Conservation District Hosts Annual Earth Day Event for Local Third Graders

Bonnie Giesen shows local third-grade students the ins and outs of bird watching during a recent Earth Day event hosted 
by the Harper County Conservation District at Anthony Lake.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

CORRECTION
Last week’s story regarding the unpaid credit card bills 

from Harper County included Bank of Commerce as the 
county’s banking institution that issued the credit cards. The 
actual banking institution is Commerce Bank. One of the 
commissioners misspoke when speaking about the banking 
institution during the commission meeting.
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PUZZLES SPONSORED BY:

GIFTS FROM THE GARDEN WORD SEARCH
BACKYARD, BEDS, COMPOST, CULTIVATE, 
DEPTH, FERTILIZE, GARDEN, HARVEST, 
HOSE, MEASURE, NURTURE, PESTS, PLAN-
NING, RAIN, RAISED, ROOTS, SEASON, 
SEEDLING, SHADE, SOIL, SUNLIGHT, TILL, 
WATER, WEEDS

Secure Wi-Fi 
On The Go 
from 
SCTelcom

from

SCTelcom is now offering SmartTown Wi-Fi, 
a safe, secure Wi-Fi connection that allows 

SCTelcom customers to access a secure 
network around the community!

✓ SmartTown Wi-Fi has better range and is more secure than other public 
 Wi-Fi networks.

✓ No more capping out your data plan or experiencing throttled speeds. 
 Use SmartTown around town and save your data for back-up.

✓ You can save your mobile data for when you really need it.

✓ No need to log in and out of multiple Wi-Fi networks around town. 
 Log in once to SmartTown and have access around town.

What to know about SmartTown

SmartTown is a service available exclusively 
to SCTelcom customers! 

 
Have questions about SmartTown? 

Give us a call at 877-723-6875.

www.sctelcom.net/smarttown

ATTICA’S ANNUAL 
“DUMPSTER DAYS”

Paid for by the City of Attica as a courtesy to you for your cooperation 
in keeping our town looking nice.    

Wednesday, May 15 -Saturday, May 18 (4 full days)
Time to beautify Attica and be proud of where you live! 

You can put your clean-up items in the dumpster on lot south of the bank but 
it is appreciated that you stay off of the grass with your vehicle.

Items that cannot be taken: household trash, hazardous material, tires, paint 
(opened or unopened gallon cans and/or spray cans), 

batteries, shingles or sheet rock.
However, should you have the following items, you can take them to the 

Harper County Landfill 
(just NE of Patterson Health Center) 

(620.896.7150).
• household trash • tires (for a fee)

• shingles • sheetrock
If you have any questions, 

please call City Hall at 620.254.7216.

computers. 
He added that Meta, 

medical facilities and 
financial institutions are 
common targets as well for 
hacking. 

Any hacker is hoping to 
find personal information, 
such as social security 
numbers or access to credit 
cards. A hacker can capture 
weaker passwords and re-
cords of an individual then 
send scam demands for 
funds or information. 

Because of the high 
demand for all people that 
need information, there is 

a demand for security and 
networking. This demand 
for security opens the 
opportunity for students to 
earn IT certification. 

The IT certification 
shows a person’s compe-
tency in a specific field of 
information technology. 

“A certification proves 
you know something and 
it can align that a person 
is interested and willing 
to learn in the job they are 
pursuing,” Nelson said.

Nelson encouraged 
students that enjoy puzzles 
and problem solving to 
pursue a certification. It is a 
way to get a start in the in-
formation technology age. 

HCT2C
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CHRIS NELSON

STAFF REPORT
The Attica golf team had 

a strong showing in a pair of 
tournaments last Thursday 
and Monday.

Last Thursday, the Bull-
dogs attended the Chaparral 
junior varsity two-man 
scramble, which was post-
poned from March.

Carter Swingle and Mac 
Harnden shot 40 and took 
second place. Micahlynn 
Wyatt, Chase Rogers and 
Drake Schmidt shot 41 and 
tied for third place.

Attica also attended the 
Pretty Prairie junior varsity 
tournament on Monday, 
which Harnden won. He 
shot 43 and won a playoff 
round with Hutchison Trin-
ity Catholic’s Gavin Wilson 
to take first.

Swingle shot 52 and 
placed 11th, while Schmidt 
and Rogers each shot 63 
and tied for 23rd place. 
Wyatt was one shot behind, 
shooting a 64 and tied for 
26th place.

The Bulldogs will attend 
the Heart of the Plains 
League tournament in Hes-
ston on Monday, the final 
tournament before Region-
als.

Junior High Track Sets 26 New PRs
STAFF REPORT

The Attica Junior High track teams fared well at the 
recent Caldwell meet. The seventh-grade boys won their, 
while 26 individual athletes record personal records.

Seventh-Grade Girls (10th, 19 points)
Grace Whitmer – 100 Dash, 3rd, 14.60, 200 Dash, 8th, 

31.20, 75 Hurdles, 8th, 15.51, Long Jump, 16th, 10-8; 
Ashtyn Schmidt – Pole Vault, 1st, 6-11, Long Jump, 9th, 
11-10, 100 Dash, 5th, 14.90, 200 Dash, 12th, 32.44; Mad-
dy Brace – Shot, 10th, 23-2.5, Disc, 19th, 37-3. 

Seventh-Grade Boys (First, 81 points)
Jordy Torres – Long Jump, 1st, 16-6, 100 Dash, 2nd, 

13.31, 200 Dash, 2nd, 28.37; Dax Ricke, High Jump, 1st,  
4-10, Triple Jump, 1st, 29-5.5; Braxton Swonger – Pole 
Vault, 3rd, 7-11, 75 Hurdles, 5th, 15.23, 200 Hurdles, 
34.36; Gabe Whitmer, Discus, 3rd, 73-2, Shot, 12th, 24-
6.5; Easton Wood – Discus, 5th, 68-8, Shot, 14th, 23-6; 
Jace Hauck – 100 Dash, 7th, 14.54, Long Jump, 11th, 
12-10.5; Henry Swingle – Discus, 23rd, 40-4, 200 Dash, 
15th, 38.17; Cade McDaniel – Shot, 26th, 19-2.5; 400M 
Relay, 2nd, 56.76 (Hauck, Swonger, Ricke, Torres).

Eighth-Grade Girls (Sixth, 44 points)
Laney Vandeveer – Long Jump, 3rd, 13-6, 75 Hur-

dles, 2nd, 14.35, 200 Hurdles, 1st, 33.59, 800 Run, 1st, 
2:53.17; Laykin Shilling – Pole Vault, 1st, 6-5, Shot, 8th, 
26-10, Discus, 14th, 48-10, 100 Dash, 8th, 15.87.

Eighth-Grade Boys (Sixth, 52 points) 
Max Deviney – Long Jump, 7th, 14-8.5; Hayden 

Domnick – Triple Jump, 5th, 29-10, Long Jump, 4th, 
15-1,   800 Run, 8th, 2:49.34; Levi Torres, 800 run, 6th, 
2:46.63;       Konner Nelson – Long Jump, 10th, 14-1.5; 
Tristan Richmeier – 800 Run, 1st, 2;31.33, Discus, 8th, 
89-8; Juaquin Ybarra –  Shot, 23rd, 21-1.5, Discus, 27th, 
54-4; Mason Mans – Discus, 15th  80-11, High Jump, 8th  
4-6; Waylon Loesch – Pole Vault, 2nd, 7-5, 100 Dash, 
11th, 14.92; 400M Relay, 2nd, 56.20 (Nelson, Tatro, 
Domnick, Deviney); 800 M relay, 3rd, 1:55.58 (Nelson, 
Tatro, Richmeier, Deviney); 1600M Relay, 1st, 4:27.83 
(Tatro, Nelson, Richmeier, Deviney).

Golfers Compete
at Pair of Events

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
CALL 620.532.3151
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PUZZLE ANSWERS

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

REAL ESTATE

 

Attica 

HOMES FOR SALE 

Medicine Lodge      303 W Kansas 
2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, Hardwood 
floors, Basement, Fenced Yard. 

Attica                        134 E Ave C 
Formerly “Dari Cone” Fast Food 
place known for it’s great food. 

Kiowa           801 Meadow Ridge 
4 Bdrm, 3 Bath on 2.3 ACRES, 
Fireplace, Fam Rm, Garage 

Hazelton                       Gerlane Rd 
320 Acres w/Brick Home, Farm 
Bldgs, Ponds, Oil & Gas Income 

Kiowa                     922 Chatham 
Newly Remodeled, 3 Bdrm, 1.5 
Bath, Att Garage, Corner location 

Anthony              707 N Jennings 
Spacious home w/5 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 
Office, Basement, Garage 

Kiowa   515 S Fifth St 
Nice 3 Bdrm, 2 Bath, Fam Rm, 
Att Carport, Large Yard 

Medicine Lodge           409 N Oak 
Brick Ranch w/2+Bdrm, 2 Bath, 
Basement, Family Room 

 
Gary Grigsby, Broker 

   Phone:  620-886-0766 
  

Diane Davis, Sales Associate 
620-886-0540     

 
Josh Inslee, Sales Associate 

Phone: 620-243-3388 
 
 

Megan Inslee, Sales Associate 
Phone: 620-243-2938 

 

Ph 620-915-2121 

(First published in The Attica Independent on Thursday, 
April 18, 2024) 3t

NOTICE OF PRIMARY ELECTION
A Primary Election will be held August 6, 2024.  Candi-

dates for the following offices will be nominated by each 
political party which has qualified to participate in the Pri-
mary Election:

1 Candidate for US House of Rep, 4th District
1 Candidate for State Senate, 32nd District
1 Candidate for State Rep, 116th District
1 Candidate for Member, State Board of Educ, 10th Dis-

trict
1 Candidate each, for County Commissioner
2nd & 3rd Districts
1 Candidate each, for County Clerk, Treasurer, Register of 

Deeds, Sheriff and County Attorney
1 Candidate for Trustee and 1 Candidate for Treasurer of 

each Township, 1 through 6
The following officers will be elected in each political par-

ty which has qualified to participate in the Primary Election:
1 Precinct Committeeman and 1 Precinct
Committeewoman in each Precinct
Candidate Filing Deadline:
Monday, June 3rd, 2024 at Noon.

	 WITNESS MY HAND AND OFFICIAL
	 SEAL THIS 1st DAY OF APRIL, 2024.	

	 	 Ami E DeLacerda, Harper County 
	 Election Officer

Final Dance: AHS Seniors Enjoy One Last Prom
Attica High School seniors pose for photos at the final prom last Saturday night at the Attica Memorial Building. The theme 
for the 2024 prom was Disco Night.

Rago, KS Home on acreage for Sale!
4876 E 42  HWY, Rago KS 67142

$235,000
4 bedroom impeccably maintained home on 1.92 acres

with outbuilding! This property is located about 15 minutes 
from Kingman, KS. Upon walking in you will find an open living 

room with larger windows to take in the serene views. 
The kitchen and dining areas are open to the living space, 
offering a more modern concept. The main level offers a 
master bedroom with a spacious walk-in closet,attached 

bath with double sinks and bath/shower combo, 2 additional 
bedrooms, and a full hall bath. Right off the two car attached 
garage you will find main floor laundry with a drop zone/mud 
room attached including its very own wash-sink and stand 

up shower for cleaning off before trekking through the home! 
Down stairs you will find a nice sized living space, fourth bed-
room with newer egress window, one non-conformingfinished 
bedroom, and an additional room that could be finished out 

or used as a shop room as it currently is. The basement also 
offers a one of a kind safe room and excess storage space! 
Out back you will find an enclosed sun room that leads to a 

nice deck to relax on for the upcoming summer evenings and a 
large 30x50 metal outbuilding with concrete floor and 50 amp 
electric service. Upon viewing this home you will find a great 

pride in ownership, don’t miss out on this one!

Contact Heather Stevenson, Lange Real Estate for more info! 
Cell: 316-993-8451 Email:Heathers@langere.com
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